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The 


SERMON BUILDER 


HE heart of it is a four page work- 

ing sheet 8% x 11 inches. Pages one 
and four are used for sermon con- 
struction. Suggested themes are re- 
corded, appropriate Bible verses noted 
and the ideas laid out as they come 
to mind. 


The inside pages provide the file for 
material. On page three there is a 
place for noting book and magazine 
references. A unique feature of that 
page, also is a vocabulary building 


column, where words appropriate to 
the theme are listed. 


For instance a Labor Day sermon 
should include terms which show 
familiarity with laboring conditions. 
Page three is reserved for pasting 
clippings. In one movement the clip- 
ping is permanently attached to the 
subject it illustrates. This one feature 
makes unnecessary clipping systems 
costing several times the price of this 
sermon builder complete. 
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FRONT PaGe oF WorRKING SHEET 


The Index 


There is a seven page index in the 
builder. Sermons are listed by subjects 
and indexed by number. Thus the first 
one in the builder will be number 1, the 
second, number two, etc. The minister 
will have at his finger tips complete in- 
formation about all subjects under con- 
sideration for sermons. 


Every item in this builder was selected 
for one purpose. The binder will last a 
life time. It is made of flexible kraft 
leather. No name or title appears on it, 
except the minister’s own name if he 
desires it. There are three rings which 
hold the working sheets securely. The 
paper is punched so that all sheets lie 
flat, even when the working page is 
opened. 


Price: Sermon Builder Complete, Binder, Index, and fifty-two working sheets__$3.90, postpaid 


If your name on the cover add fifty cents for imprint 





Auditorium Building 
©) Enclosed find remittance for $3.90.* 


working sheets. 
O Zipper Binder Alone, $2.75. 
O Enclosed find five cents in stamps. 


the sermon builder. 


*If you wish your Sermon Builder imprinted on front cover with your 
aame, print name accurately and add fifty cents or total of $4.40. 


Use This Form 
CHURCH Wor_LpD Press, INc. 


Please send me one Sermon 
Builder complete with zipper binder, index and fifty-two four page 


Please send me one sample 
four page working sheet and additional information regarding 
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Reco nition ‘Bond 
First Presbyterian Church ($252) ‘o) 52 
Clairesville, Ohio... ho eee 
Rae a See 


‘This is one of a series of “Recognition Bonds isswed by the . t 
church in considesatigs of contributions made to its capital h 
funds. This bond, nlso, is a pledge on the part of the Re 

minister and officers of the church of faithful stewardship 


and honest accounting. R d 
See in the year eh 
4 é 


of our Lord 19. 


a é Of course it is not a bond, at all; 
Aas: <s, A, o> = a ' F 
SIUC CG it is a receipt for a contribution. But 
in addition to being a receipt it is a 

pledge on the part of the church for honest stewardship. 


If you need money for special objects, outside of the regular church 
budget consider issuing these. Contributors will appreciate them; classes 
may have them framed and hung in the class rooms to show the amounts 
of their contributions. 


Used in connection with Loyalty Stamps they are most effective. Ten 
stamp books filled buy one $25.00 bond. 


Best of all, they are inexpensive. We shall be glad to consider your 
problem and advise how these bonds may help. No obligation for mail 
consultation. Prices and samples upon request. 





CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. AUDITORIUM BUILDING CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
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‘OMMUNION w WARE OF QUALITY 


In Aluminum or Silver Plate 
D i BEST MATERIALS - LOWEST PRICES 
ca FINEST WORKMANSHIP 


Ars sit Send for Illustrated Catalog 
EDWARD TRALLE |. SOeR 
Church Building 1 


Consultant 
Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. Full 


R. TRALLE adds to the attractiveness and Upholstered Back and Seat. Rubber 
usability of church buildings and church Feet. Write for Details. $16.00 a dozen. 


school buildings; he subtracts from their costs. Redington Co. —- Scranton, Pa, 


Hundreds of ministers and church leaders testify 
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Henry Edward Tralle One representative leader says: 


Sewer! FILM 
“Dr. Tralle rendered a service in connection with our church project for HOWELL 


which money alone could not pay.” VMotion Picture Equipment 
for your church 


Write Dr. Tralle of any problem of building, remodeling, equipment, decora- BELL & HOWELL COMPANY 


. + obs 2 CHMONT AVENUE, CHICAGO 
tion or furnishing. 1828 LARCHMONT 





—_s———— 





Address More Convenient Office A Whole Year for $1.00 


DR. HENRY E. TRALLE DR. HENRY E. TRALLE | THE i TR AT R 
Church Management Church Management | . LLUS . O 
| makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 


Auditorium Building 3741 81st Street, Jackson Heights | aa Write for s 
Cleveland, Ohio New York City | ° Sen 


ecial Introductory Prices 
nday Schools 


| THE cn 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
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Vv 
Churches Can’t Go Red 


A letter from the friend tells of a 


AUGU ST, 1 9 3 6 recent experience of his. 


“T have been attending the great 
meeting of my denomination and I 
have you to thank for a new ex- 
perience. For the first time I have 
actually taken the effort to go 
through the long financial reports 
of our various denominational 
agencies. I have been astounded 
by the length and variety of the 
investments. 

“T am not a financier and do not, 
of course, attempt to pass judg- 
ment upon the quality or social up- 
rightness of these investments. But 
they show me clearly that our 
Church is tied up intimately and 
closely with the present capitalistic 
system. Any radical reports to the 
contrary are just so much paper. 

“TI want to be consistent and have 
not reached the point where I 
want my Church to break with 
capitalism. But, at the same time, 
I have an inward fear of the future 
of my denomination and others be- 
cause of this thing. 

“‘*Where there is no vision the 
people parish.’ Well, how can any 
Church have social vision when its 
economic welfare depends so much 
upon curbing it?” 
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FOR ONLY $5.00 PER PIPE 


One hundred and sixty (160) gan. Small gold paper pipes 
persons, each buying one pipe can be supplied free of cost for 
for $5.00, can raise sufficient the campaign. Write for details. 
money to pay for a Wicks or- Dept. C.M. 


WICKS ORGAN CO., Highland, III. 


























UTOGRAPHS, DOCUMENTS, MANUSCRIPTS OF AMERICANS OF ALL TIMES or RE- 
LATING TO AMERICA, HISTORICAL AND LITERARY, purchased for immediate cash. 
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Also accumulations of such material in large quantities. 
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Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by Hall craftsmen 
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“Divine Shepherd Baptismal Certificate 


HIS is a delightful baptismal cer- 

tificate which will be treasured 
and kept. It is a four page folder, 
size 54 x 8Y2 inches. 


The front page has the illustration 
“Divine Shepherd,” a _ reproduction 
from the picture of Murillo to be seen 
in the Prado Museum, Madrid. The 
certificate is on the third page. It is 
tipped on, giving a rich, heavy effect. 
On the fourth page is the story “How 
Hillel Knew That Jesus Was the 
Christ,” which gives the Master’s 
love for children. 








Front Page of Certificate 





An envelope is provided with each certificate 
Price 
Individual samples, ten cents each 
Six for forty cents. Seventy-five cents per dozen 

All prices postpaid 
<a OT OSS 4 ».« 

CHURCH Wor_LpD Press, INc. 

Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 
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Our Lighted Chancel Cross 

ABlessed and Beautiful Memorial 
% 

WE MAKE 

THEM AT 


LOW 
PRICES: 


$25.00 
$32.00 
$40.00 
$50.00 





Other Acceptable Memorial Suggestions: 


Solid Brass Crosses for Communion 
’ Table, Altar or Vestibule; Communion 
Services in Chromium, Silver or 
Aluminum, Offering Plates in Brass, 
Oak, Walnut, Mahogany, etc. 


Detailed information promptly supplied 


Goodenough & Woglom Co. 


296 Broadway, New York 











HOIR GOWNS 


BULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings: Ornaments-Fringes: 
‘Furnishings and Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 











Amazing Sales 


Looking At Marriage 


HE acceptance of these book- 
lets, by the clergy, as an aid in 
their marital ministry has been 
one of the amazing events of the 
past six months. 
Commended by the Press 


“The subject of marital relations is 
treated in the first brochure, and this 
delicate subject is handled in a way 
not to offend the taste of the most ex- 
acting person. There is very little 
left unsaid that youth should know, 
but nothing is said that could pos- 
sibly be construed as salacious or de- 
basing. .. . Both are worth-while vol- 
umes and no young couple should en- 
ter the marital relationship without 
them.”—From Married Happiness. 

“Two excellent pamphlets embody- 
ing a liberal-minded minister’s advice 
to the recently married and those 
about to take the step.”—From Parents. 


PRICES: 
Book I. Mating 25c; 5 for $1.00. 
Book II. Making the House a Home 
25c; 5 for $1.00 
Both booklets, together in a gift 
box 50c. 


Church World Press, Ine. 
Auditorium Bldg. Cleveland, Ohio 
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“A Penny a Meal with Prayer and Thanks 











This is a folding bank 234,”x314"x114” in size. 
It comes to you flat. It is easily assembled 
without pins, clips or paste. Once assembled 
the money can be removed only by destroying 
the bank. If you wish you may have the name 
of your church imprinted on the side at a slight 
additional cost. These may be mailed in enve- 
lopes at a postal rate of 114c each. 
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PRICES 
nae ao ok toad ciao $3.00 
me ace «7 cae 300 or more ____-_------ $2.75 per 100 
500-ar more .......2-22- $2.50 per 100 
1000 or more __------- $22.50 per 1000 


Name of church (3 lines) may be im- 
printed on side if desired. Cost ad- 
ditional $1.00 first hundred; 75c addi- 


tional hundreds. 


* 


@ Heavy Craft envelopes, made in the right size for mailing the banks; 
$1.00 per 100; 500 or more 90c per 100. 





MASTER’S PENCE BANK 


The Master’s Pence Bank can always be depended 
on. It is circular with metal ends. Size 3 inches in 
height, 214 inches in diameter. It contains two pray- 
ers which may be used for grace at meals. 


Ml 





PRICES 
ES URE AE ee a 50c 
aS eee $3.75 per 100 
a ae $3.50 per 100 





Daily Offering Envelope 


The Daily Offering envelope is a slot envelope to 
receive the gifts with a beautiful natural design 
on the front. On the back is calendar for July 
and August with spaces for marking the offer- 
ings as they are placed in the envelope. It is 
made of heavy stock, 314% by 534 inches in size. 





PRICES 
RE EL eee eee SEES 90c 
a ee $4.00 
ee $7.50 per 1000 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc. 
AUDITORIUM BUILDING CLEVELAND, OHIO 














Be Assured: 








Re 
Assured 











HE funeral is over. The pastor is 
wondering about his own ministry. Did he 
give the assurance which would bring hope 
and faith to his people who mourn? 

This little booklet has been planned to 
help the minister at this point. It is filled 
with Bible quotations, poetic gems and bits 
of Christian philosophy which will help one 
to know him who “healeth the broken 
hearted and bindeth up their wounds.” 

It is a simple, inexpensive gift which 
adds the friendly gesture to your service 
to those who mourn. 


Per copy (with mailing envelope) 20c. 
Six copies for $1.00. 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. 
Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 














DIGNITY 


An Ashtabula Bulletin is a 
silent but effective method of 
reaching the members of 
your community and inviting 
them to attend your church. 
‘ It is always on duty, day 
and night. Send for free 
5 catalog. 

4 Also inter-changeable corro- 
sion-proof letters to fit any 
bulletin. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 
Box 138C Ashtabula, Ohio 
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The Confessions of a Good Fellow 


Here is a wise preacher Solomon who discussed the cost and the 
folly of being a good fellow. The paper is so good that we do not 
want to take up further space with an introduction. 


called “a good fellow.” The G. T. 

and T. (Grapevine Telegraph and 
Telephone) system has on a number of 
occasions brought me the information 
that Doctor X, or Mrs. Y, or Mrs. Z have 
the highest regard for me and believe me 
to be really a charming and delightful 
“good fellow.” 

I have been introduced at certain pub- 
lic functions, especially at the “God-be- 
with-you-till-we-eat-again” clubs by 
some babbling son of Peter who invari- 
ably begins his remarkable and original 
introductory speech after this fashoin; 
“And now we have the exceedingly rare 
and ah—shall I say privilege of listening 
to our fellow good fellow, etc.” Then 
he proceeds to extol my all too few vir- 
tues until I am myself almost persuaded 
that I am a saint. Sometimes I can 
even hear the rustle of the wings of 
angels. The illusion never lasts long. 
It is sure to vanish at the moment I 
turn the door-knob of the door that 
opens into the living room of my own 
home. I will have to admit that on 
hearing myself referred to as “a good 
fellow” my blood-pressure rises and I 


B: many of my comrades I have been 


feel light and buoyant, even youthful, in 


spite of my Scattergood obesity and bald 
pate. Other members of the Good Fel- 
low Fraternity will testify, if they can be 
inveigled into telling the truth for once 
in their lives, that they have also ex- 
perienced the same inflated feeling. 
Lately, I havn't felt so good about be- 
ing called “a good fellow.” It may be 
old age is creeping upon me or that I 
am just fed up on saccharine-coated 
words or possibly I am suffering from 
certain inactive glands. I do not know. 
Perhaps, I should see a monkey-doctor. 


Believe me, no doctor could make more 
of a monkey out of me than many of my 
so-called friends who pat me on the 
back and say, “you’re a good fellow.” 
One thing I know, something has hap- 
pened to me and I cannot escape the 
haunting question, “How good ‘a good 
fellow’ ought ‘a good fellow’ be?” 

If I sit beside the cheery fire-place in 
my living room or if I descend into the 
cellar or climb the stairs to the attic 
the question follows me. Whether I hop, 
skip, jump, or run, like my shadow it is 
always where I am. I go to sleep with 
it on my mind, I dream weird dreams 
about the impending damnation of 
“good fellows,” I wake up with my brow 
damp and my hands cold and clammy. 
Believe me, this is no mere academic 
question. It is not a hypothetical prob- 
lem for the diletant professors who de- 
light in speculating on such enlightening 
propositions as for example, “How many 
angels can dance on the point of a pin?” 
The problem is not imaginary but real, 
not only to me but to hundreds of “good 
fellows” who live in the cities, towns, 
and.rural communities of this blessed 
land that we call the United States of 
America. 

Considerable probing and_ experi- 
menting will be necessary before we can 
find an adequate solution to the prob- 
lem, “How good ‘a good fellow’ ought 
‘a good fellow’ be?” How shall we be- 
gin? Why not take a typical “good fel- 
low” and make a case study of his ex- 
periences? His experiences will be like 
that of many other “good fellows” per- 
haps like yours. I would not dare to be 
so egotistical as to say that in all points 
my own experience is that of a typical 
“good fellow” and yet the case study that 


By Solomon III 


I can present best is that of my own. 
With apologies to all to whom they may 
be due I offer the following confession 
which may be used as data for Case 
Study A. 


A Born Optimist 


By nature I am a born optimist. 
Smiling comes easy to me, being agree- 
able has been just a part of my many 
and various activities from boyhood up 
to the present moment. I have been a 
news-boy, printer’s devil, grocery clerk, 
errand-boy, dry-goods clerk, salesman, 
and I am now and have been for the past 
fifteen years a member of a certain pro- 
fession which is represented in every 
community by men of various tempera- 
ments and degrees of learning. May the 
Infinite (and I say it reverently) be 
merciful to the individual who in my 
chosen vocation cannot be “a good fel- 
low.” He will not have to go to Hades 
in the hereafter, he will have plenty of 
heat and suffering while he lives. 


Because of this disposition to be sunny 
on rainy and cloudy days I have become 
a marked man, easily approached by all 
the good sisters and brethren of the 
community. I must also mention the 
fact that my chosen work opens the 
door of my office not only to the folk of 
the community but to the strangers and 
wanderers who see the brass plate on my 
door and who think they have business 
which demands my attention. Do not 
misunderstand me, I am not the Presi- 
dent of the United States, or a Sena- 
tor, “heaven forbid!” neither am I old 
fogy or a rank egotist.. I am not be- 
sieged every moment of the day by 
callers. I am a married man, married 
to a very sweet and lovable lady, but one 
who does not hesitate to exercise her 
wifely prerogatives. Whatever tendency 
I may have to become puffed up is soon 
punctured by kindly though piercing 
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Anglo-Saxon words from the lips of my 
beloved. Perhaps it has been these gen- 
tle stabs that have caused me to grow 
sick and dizzy when someone calls me, 
“a good fellow.” 


Honestly, I want to be “a good fel- 
low.” I detest the churlish, surly, sul- 
len, crabbed, crab-apples that one occa- 
sionally meets. But “how good ‘a good 
fellow’ ought ‘a good fellow’ be?” So 
many appeals have come to me that I 
must answer this question or my annual 
budget will continue to be in the red 
until I am finally read out as “a good 
fellow” who has departed this life for 
parts unknown. 


Let me now be specific and state a 
number of instances that irk and perplex 
me. Here is the case of a neighbor who 
could pay for a phone in her own home 
yet insists on making a convenience of 
mine. This individual pops in at most 
any moment of the morning, afternoon 
or night, she does not even stop to ring 
the door-bell, the words all the world 
knows fall trippingly from her ruby lips, 
“please, may I use the phone.” Before 
any member of the family can answer, 
“Yes,” she has asked the operator for 
the number she desires. On a few occa- 
sions she makes a five or ten cent toll 
call, being a woman she has no pockets 
in her dress and being a woman she for- 
gets her pocket-book, although she knew 
before she started from home that she 
would make a toll-call. With profuse 
apology she states that she forgot to 
bring any money with her and that the 
next time she comes over she will bring 
the coin with her. Then straightway 
she forgetteth all about the incident but 
the telephone company forgetteth it not. 
Being “a good fellow” I hate to men- 
tion so small a matter as a five or ten 
cent toll call. I pay the bill and go on 
being “a good fellow.” 

Still worse, this same individual gives 
my phone number to her friends with 
the pleasant phrase, “call me up any 
time it suits you at this number, Mr. 
Solomon, III will be glad to call me, 
he is “a good fellow.” As a consequence, 
no matter how busy I may be, some 
daudler will call up and say, “Won’t you 
please call Miss X to the phone or just 
tell her that it is raining too hard for 
me to get to her bridge party this after- 
noon, I have a cold.” It matters not 
whether I have a cold or am in the 
midst of an important business trans- 
action or lecture preparation, I must put 
on my rubbers, don my rain-coat, start 
a futile search for an umbrella that I 
probably loaned to some visitor, being 
“a good fellow,” and then run across the 
street to convey to Miss X the important 
message that Miss Y has a cold and that 
it is raining too hard to come to the 
bridge party. Miss X screws up her 
face and with a soft and melodious voice 
repays me for my time and energy with 
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Aleoholie Trends 


groups of figures, one group for re- 
jected applications and the other for 
accepted applications. 

The table of rejections includes only 
cases of alcoholic indulgence sufficiently 
heavy to be a factor in the refusal of 
the applicant as an acceptable risk. 

The table applying to new policy- 
holders includes all degrees of permis- 
sible alcoholic indulgence, including oc- 
casional. 

It seems advisable to point out that 
an insurance company’s principal reli- 
ance in the avoidance of errors in such 
matters as personal habits is the indi- 


Tz following tabulations show two 


vidual investigation and confidential re- 
port made on every insurance applicant 
by professional investigators, to supple- 
ment and check the information fur- 
nished by the applicant himself and by 
the examining physician. 

No perceptible change has been ob- 
served in the acceptance standards of 
life insurance companies as regards users 
of alcohol, with the exception of a pos- 
sible slight increase in leniency, due to 
recognition of the changed social atti- 
tude toward drinking, which no longer 
carries the moral implications of older 
times. 


Proportion of Rejected Life Insurance Applications 
Involving Heavy Alcoholic Indulgence 


(Northwestern National 


Life Insurance Company) 


Per Cent Per Cent 
Age Period Cases per 100 Change Change 
Group Apr. 1-Mar. 31 Rejections 1932-1936 1935-1936 
Under 1931—1932 11.9 per 100 Increase Increase 
30 1934—1935 29.7 per 100 183% 13% 
1935—1936 33.7 per 100 
30 to 1931—1932 30.9 per 100 Increase Increase 
45 1934—1935 31.9 per 100 17% 13% 
1935—1936 36.2 per 100 
45 or 1931—1932 11.6 per 100 Decrease 0 
over 1934—1935 10.2 per 100 12% 
1935—1936 10.2 per 100 
ALL 1931—1932 17.6 per 100 Increase Increase 
Ages 1934—1935 22.0 per 100 35% 8% 
1935—1936 23.8 per 100 


Above table includes only cases of indulgence sufficiently heavy to be a factor 


in rejections. 


Proportion of New Policyholders Using Intoxicants 


Per Cent Per Cent 
Age Year Cases per 100 Change Change 
Group (Spring of) New Policyholders 1932-1936 1935-1936 
Under 1932 8.2 per 100 Increase Increase 
30 1935 19.5 per 100 178% 17% 
1936 22.8 per 100 
30 to 1932 22.2 per 100 Increase Increase 
45 1935 36.9 per 100 102% 22% 
1936 44.9 per 100 
45 or 1932 18.7 per 100 Increase Increase 
over 1935 31.8 per 100 125% 32% 
1936 42.1 per 100 
ALL 1932 15.3 per 100 Increase Increase 
Ages 1935 26.6 per 100 110% 21% 
1936 32.2 per 100 


The above table includes all permissible degrees of alcoholic indulgence, in- 


cluding occasional. 





the only kind of coin she spends freely, 
“Oh, thank you, Mr. Solomon.” Des- 
perately striving to maintain my repu- 
tation as “a good fellow’ I reply, “It is 
a pleasure to accommodate you.” When 
I get back to my office I discover that 
I have allowed some nobody to take ten 
minutes of my time with a matter of no 
consequence. I also find that I have for- 
,gotten the point that I was trying to 
clear up and I have to read over my 
manuscript to get the swing of it. Presto, 
a half hour is gone, and so, I work far 
into the night to finish the lecture all 








because I let Miss X and Miss Y and 
others of their kind waste my time. 


More Telephone Experiences 


Speaking of telephones, I happen to 
head an organization which includes a 
number of clubs and societies. It so 
happens that we employ a janitor who 
does not “jan” very well. He has the 
building hot when it ought not to be 
heated and cold when it ought to be hot. 
Though he is a man of some two hun- 
dred and forty pounds, and because of 
age and gout cannot walk very fast, he 


(Turn to page 562) 
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years of depression we had tried to 

do the best we could financially. 
We tried to hold our work together with 
decreased current expense funds. We 
fought to keep our missionary giving 
from receding. We struggled to pay in- 
terest on an organ indebtedness and to 
keep paying something on the principal. 
And still like many other churches, and 
not unwisely either, we continued to 
make concessions to the stress of the 
economic situation. 


|" most of our churches, for five 


It became a growing conviction on the 
part of the pastor, and he shared it with 
the leaders of the church, that this year 
we ought to be aggressive rather than 
recessive, and that we ought to make a 
deliberate and painstaking canvass with 
well selected leaders visiting the homes 
and taking time to talk through the en- 
tire financial situation of the church. 
When the time came for the initial steps 
to be taken by the Board of Trustees, 
the pastor presented his convictions and 
plans, after having gone over the matter 
thoroughly with the chairman of the 
Board. There was general agreement 
that a forward movement was desirable, 
but after five years of difficult financing, 
the Board members were not willing to 
come to such personal grips with the 
matter and to take all the time that the 
pastor’s plan called for. This most help- 
ful conference resulted in the devising of 
a compromise scheme which aimed to 
carry out the pastor’s educational plan 
and yet did not consume too much time, 
which shouldered the burden squarely on 
the Trustees and which proved to be just 
the thing we needed at this time for 
our special situation. 


The plan combined the features of sev- 
eral time-proved methods. The city was 
districted so as to cover the entire mem- 
bership of seven hundred in eighteen 
house parties. Eighteen hostesses were 
enlisted to open up homes for these 
gatherings. Our board has nine mem- 
bers. A partner (man or woman) was 
carefully chosen to team up with each 
trustee so that the result would be a well 
balanced team. The eighteen meetings 
were arranged to be held in two evenings 
in one week, Tuesday and Thursday be- 
ing chosen, with the Wednesday night 
prayer meeting being set aside as an in- 
spirational force for the two sets of 
meetings. The nine trustees and part- 
ners were assigned to conduct the meet- 
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ings, so each team had but two meetings 
to attend, one on each night. As the 
plan unfolded, we were fortunate in hav- 
ing to make but two changes due to 
emergencies, one in a hostess and an- 
other in a helper. 

Our finance problem was a threefold 
one. Like the poor, our current expense 
budget and benevolence budgets are al- 
ways with us. We had been collecting 
an operating deficit that by the end of 
the year amounted to $1,250.00. Our 
twenty-year-old building needed exten- 
sive repairing to be presentable and ade- 
quate for our work. 

Our plan called for presenting all the 
needs to our people and to solicit full 
discussion and then to pledge hearty co- 
operation. From the beginning the Board 
felt that the best results could be 
achieved by facing up to each need at a 
different time. Ultimately a “staggered 
schedule” was adopted, and in this case 
has proved to be all right. 

Available data on church membership 
and finance for a ten-year period was 
assembled and this material, with notes 
and comments and the new “askings,” 
was mimeographed on five sheets of pa- 
per and made available for the work- 
ers. A two-hour conference was con- 
ducted by the pastor, in which this ma- 
terial was interpreted. This session was 
attended by the nine trustees, nine help- 





By George M. Derbyshire* 


ers, and the eighteen hostesses, so that 
all of these might know exactly the pur- 
pose of the meetings. 


Plan of Presentation 


The hostesses invited personally the 
families assigned in their districts (they 
also served refreshments). This made a 
promotion committee of eighteen mem- 
bers. Three letters were mailed to all 
the constituency, in which the purpose 
of the house parties was explained, and 
which carried the literature made avail- 
able by the Board of Promotion for the 
canvass. At all the public meetings of 
the church, members of the board spoke 
briefly on the purpose of the gatherings 
and urged attendance. The church bul- 
letins carried further detailed informa- 
tion. 

The meetings were called to order 
promptly, and the trustee and partner 
spoke briefly and then there was ample 
opportunity for full discussion of the 
whole finance situation of the church. 
At the close of the discussion, pledges 
were solicited. By this method we 
reached about seventy-five per cent of 
the people. Each trustee and partner 
were made responsible for following up 
the families that did not attend their 
district gatherings. 

In speaking of results, we do not feel 
that this type of canvass is an adequate 
substitute for the usual house to house 
one, but it fitted our need at this time. 
When our pledges were in, we were fif- 
teen per cent beyond our figures for the 
last year on current expenses and be- 
nevolences. At our annual meeting we 
addressed ourselves to the problem of the 
accumulated indebtedness and under- 
wrote it in twelve month pledges. Early 
in the fall, following a rally period of a 
month, we tackled our building repair 
job and are proceeding to spend $8,600.00 
in this much needed enterprise. 

At the end of the first six months of 
the year, including the lean summer 
months in which we usually run from 
five to six hundred dollars behind in 
current expenses, we find all our current 
expense bills paid and $460.00 paid on 
the deficit, and our benevolences have 
increased eleven per cent over the same 
period of last year. 

We had come to a point where our 
finances needed to be talked through 
carefully by the whole membership, and 
this type of a canvass happened to suit 
our purpose just about right. By care- 
ful planning we hope to have our fi- 
nances “righted” by the end of this year. 








Good Fellow 
(From page 560) 


is never around when you want him 
around. All the heads of the organiza- 
tions know this, the board of directors 
also know it, but we are all “good fel- 
lows,” we do not wish to hurt his feel- 
ings, or cause him to lose his job, which 
he really needs, we just go on suffering. 


Something like this usually happens. 
It is 9 A. M. and I am seated at my desk, 
the desk-pad cries out that there is a 
paper to be edited and a number of 
letters to be written which I cannot dic- 
tate to my part-time secretary because 
this is her morning off and the personal 
nature of the letters. I am half-way 
through the first letter then the tele- 
phone rings and the affable and long- 
winded Mrs. Z sweetly informs me that 
her club meets this afternoon in the 
“Blue Room” and wouldn’t I please see 
the janitor and tell him to have the 
chairs properly arranged and the room 
at the right temperature. She is exceed- 
ingly sorry to bother me but she forgot 
to tell the janitor. She knows that I 
wouldn’t mind doing this service for the 
ladies of her “Four-Leaf Clover Club.’ 
Now the janitor lives three blocks away 
and has no telephone, I must walk up to 
his house or pay a boy to take the mes- 
sage. No matter what it costs I must 
keep in the good graces of the dear 
ladies and maintain my standing as “a 
good fellow.” The paper to be edited is 
pushed aside, the correspondence de- 
layed until after I have returned from an 
evening engagement. With a fretted 
mind and faltering pen I drive myself to 
finish my work, the town clock strikes 
twelve o’clock and wearily I drag my- 
self off to bed having lived one more day 
as “a good fellow.” 


I have referred to the fact that I am 
frequently engaged in the task of pre- 
paring lectures which indicates that I 
lecture every now and then. The truth 
is that is how I make my living. My 
annual income does not permit me to 
buy a new car each fall or to spend the 
winter in California or Florida but I can 
buy every now and then a new necktie, 
a suit of B.V.D.’s, and a couple of pure 
Irish linen handkerchiefs. I also man- 
age to keep my well-rounded figure. For 
these things I thank God and take cour- 
age. Not all my lecture engagements are 
profitable, some of them exact a high 
rate of interest in time and money. I 
shall now relate an incident to show 
how this happens. Of course, it is just 
a wee bit exaggerated but in order to 
catch your attention and press home its 
truth I must stretch the facts. In doing 


this I am only following the example of 
our modern ad writers. Great guns and 
little fishes who believes all the hooey 
about the various brands of soaps, cigar- 
ettes, tooth paste, and mouth washes, to 
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Speech in the Home 


OST parents recognize very seri- 
M ously their responsibility in the 
moral teaching of their children. 

They control themselves in their pres- 
ence; they keep guard over sharp words; 
they teach their little ones to know that 
their parents are upright, gentle, truth- 
ful, unselfish, patient and kind, and give 
them constant examples of these virtues. 

If one meets a child who is selfish 
ill-mannered or evil-spoken, one gener- 
ally, and with justice, blames the home 
more than the small transgressor. “Poor 
little thing,” one says, “how badly it has 
been brought up!” 

In physical culture, the same thing 
holds true. One judges the parents and 
the home by the habits of a child. No 
matter what the rank, one’s estimate of 
a home is invariably, and rightly, formed 
by the cleanliness, healthiness, neatness, 
and personal habits of the child. 

In social relationships, too—in man- 
ners, speech and so on—by what we see 
of a child we judge the home. 


* * * 


Many parents—among them the most 
conscientious are sometimes to be found 
—fall short in one requirement of a 
child’s training. They give it good moral, 


By Grenville Kleiser 


physical and social habits, but they neg- 
lect the chief means by which it ex- 
presses its ideas and comes into direct 
contact with the world about. They neg- 
lect its speech. 

They are careful in some respects— 
they check “bad language,” they will 
sometimes prevent vulgarity of a really 
offensive kind, but they very seldom try 
to teach a child to speak so that its con- 
versation is at once an accurate and a 
pleasant rendering of what is in its 
mind. 

They will pass over slovenly pronun- 
ciation and incorrect grammar; more, 
they may even give definite examples of 
both these faults; they fail to supply the 
child with a vocabulary which will be 
wide enough to supply it with a real 
choice of words by which alone a true 
expression of ideas can be given. 

They allow it to repeat itself, to use 
slang, to hear and repeat meaningless 
words and phrases. In short, they do 
not educate it in the chief requirement 
of all social intercourse—good speech. 

* + * 

The importance of good speech in 
the home cannot be over-estimated. It 
is a subject that should enlist the earnest 
attention of every thoughtful parent. 








say nothing about the bottled spirits, 
which the ad writers describe in glowing, 
yea verily, in burning language. 


Club Lecturer 


Now, for the example. Miss Gertrude 
Hemingway, President of the Women’s 
Club, calls at my office and makes known 
the reason for her calling in words some- 
thing like the following: “Mr. Solomon, 
our club will meet next Tuesday evening 
and the subject to be discussed accord- 
ing to the calendar sent out from our 
National headquarters is, ‘Cruelty to An- 
imals and the New Deal.’ The members 
of the club have unanimously agreed 
that they would like some outstanding 
speaker for the occasion and I have been 
commissioned to ask you.” 

I glance at my calendar, though I 
know I have no engagement for that 
night, and I reply in the following 
thread-worn words, “Yes, Miss Heming- 
way, I'll be glad to come and make the 
address.” Miss Hemingway leaves my 
office and writes up an announcement 
for the two marvelously edited local 
journals which “print all the news that 
is fit to print.” 

After due consideration I select a dis- 
tinctive title for my address, “Suffering 
Cats and the F HOC.” After hours of 
toil I have my firstly, secondly, thirdly, 





and finally all neatly typed and the 
oratorical passages under-scored in red 
ink. Tuesday evening arrives and I pre- 
sent myself at the said Women’s Club 
at the hour stated by Miss Hemingway. 
Madam O. B. Van Byrd who is scheduled 
to preside is ten minutes late. On ar- 
riving she goes into a huddle with two 
or three of the club members and when 
the signals have been finally agreed upon 
she calls the meeting to order. It is 
now twenty-five minutes past the hour 
announced for the starting of the meet- 
ing. Madam Van Byrd states that since 
arriving she has been informed that 
there are a few business matters that 
ought to be brought to the attention of 
the club members and though she has 
not consulted the guest speaker of the 
evening she is quite sure that he will 
not mind if they take up these matters 
and settle them before he speaks. 
Obviously, Madam Van Byrd is not a 
mind reader, at least she didn’t read 
mine. Would that some God of grace 
and mercy would endow those who pre- 
side at meetin’s with that gift. Little 
did Madam V.B. know that behind my 
poker-face, that would go a certain ten- 
nis star one better, I said certain words 
to myself, and thought awful thoughts, 
though I am naturally a pious man and 


(Turn to page 566) 
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What I Expect of the Minister 





By the Late Thomas L. Masson 


Thomas L. Masson, philosopher and Christian, was well known to 


American ministers. 


This paper written a short time before his 


death gives an intimate picture of the ideals he had for clergymen. 
It comes to us through the courtesy of Samuel Blair, minister of the 
Methodist Church, Sayreville, New Jersey. 


CCASIONALLY ministers come 
OC my home to be amused, en- 

tertained, instructed—and, and 
fed. They come to me for relief, for joy, 
for revelry and for comradeship; par- 
ticularly the latter. Perhaps the reason 
for this is the fact that I am one of the 
twelve men out of captivity in America 
who believe in treating a minister like 
a human being. 


The fact with me is, when a minister 
visits me, I place no restrictions whatso- 
ever upon him. I want him to feel ab- 
solutely at home. He may take off his 
shoes if he wishes. Sing hymns if he is 
so inclined. Talk religion to me if he 
desires. My experiences with “gentle- 
men of the cloth” have been very pleas- 
ant indeed, and lead me to believe they 
know how to deport themselves properly 
—hence my removal of all restrictions 
upon them in my home. 


Well, to begin with, I don’t expect a 
minister to be a roaring lion with an 
elephantine personality on a canary bird 
salary. All levity aside, however, if I 
sense the feelings of my own heart cor- 
rectly I am confidant they express the 
“expectations” of sincere laymen every- 
where, namely, that ministers should 
strive earnestly to bring about greater 
church unity. I certainly dislike any 
kind of preaching or any kind of church 
which claims superiority to others, or ex- 
clusiveness from others. Remember the 
poet’s words: 


“In Christ there is no East or West 
In Him no North or South, 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth.” 


That is the proper spirit. “One great 
fellowship of love throughout the whole 
wide earth.” Jesus’ attitudes, plans and 
purposes seemed to be conceived from 
the point of view of his inner desire 
that as members of God’s family “they 
all may be one,” and the sooner this 
happy consummation can be effected 
the better for all concerned. 


“Religious bigotry and _ intolerance, 
while they have had a successful career, 
have nothing to contribute to Chris- 
tianity. Such unhappy divisions are 








slowly but surely being recognized as 
meriting neither God’s approval nor 
man’s enthusiasm. Devout servants of 
God, therefore, are issuing a larger edi- 
tion of Christianity, amended and un- 
abridged, as the text-book for’ a beloved 
community which has had the “wit to 
win” by drawing a circle that takes all 
in, and inside of which is fostered 
faiths without feuds and an ever in- 
creasing consciousness of the fact that 


“We must quit our narrow thinking 
And our narrow views and creeds, 
And as people big and splendid 
We must do the bigger deeds.” 


The truth is that all the churches, 
Protestant and Catholic alike, are run 
too much by cliques. A church ought to 
be a spiritual democracy where every 
man has a vote. One of the things that 
need to be thrown overboard is that 
ostensibly pious supervision that is only 
a camouflage for cant. I say this from 
a purely practical standpoint. 


He Must Create 


Then, again, in my regeneration of 
ministers for the use of laymen I should 
have them realize that the “hard- 
headed,” practical business men of 
America—if I understand their convic- 
tions clearly, would have “men of the 





cloth” understand that merely to become 
a clergyman to preside over a church, 
to build up a congregation, and then re- 
tire, that will not do the trick. Both of 
these are strictly honorable to be sure, 
but something more is required. He must 
do something more than produce. He 
must create. The highest duty any min- 
ister can perform is to get the members 
of his parish not to depend upon him, 
but upon themselves, and, above all, of 
course, upon Christ without whom we 
can do nothing. 


In the next place I would like my 
model minister to preach the truth— 
eliminating a lot of other perfunctory 
verbiage that seems all too often to be 
retailed from the pulpit. 


Out of, the sum total of a varied life 
in which I have come into contact with 
most of the intellectual types on earth, 
I caution every minister within reach 
not to stray far from the Sermon on the 
Mount in his preaching. This incom- 
parably beautiful message of Christ’s 
still holds its supremacy, in fact all of 
His teachings do, and this is because 
they define the higher law in terms that 
have, as John Jay Chapman has well 
said, “split the heart of humanity.” 


There is never any difficulty in ex- 
pressing oneself providing one has a 
message, and one has a message in pro- 
portion as he sees the truth—sees Christ, 
in other words, for did not the dear 
Lord say of Himself: “I am the truth’? 
The very best oratory in the world is 
that which tells the truth in the 
simplest language. But just as it re- 
quires training to learn a language or 
to become familiar with any branch of 
science, so it requires an apprenticeship 
to preach truth. The minister to preach 
successfully from his pulpit and through 
his personal life, the layman to do like- 
wise through the Golden Rule in busi- 
ness transactions and his individual 
conduct—each must put in an appren- 
ticeship with the artisan of Galilee who 
said, “Learn of Me.” He must work in us 
before he can work through us, and be- 
fore men will be able to “take knowl- 
edge of us that we have’ been with 
Jesus and have learned of him,” yea, 
verily, that we “are workers together 
with him, conscious as such, that our 
business is not to dispute or to de- 
nounce but to demonstrate. That the 





564 





CuHurRCH MANAGEMENT for August, 1936 




















e THE CHURCH LAWYER - 

















Closing Church by Injunction 


to the right of a pastor to con- 

tinue as such, he should be per- 
mitted to remain pending final deter- 
mination of the controversy, rather than 
be ousted in the meantime, hold the 
Louisiana Supreme Court in the case of 
McGhee v. Sharpe, 145 So. 671. 


This case is one of several legal actions 
that arose through dissension in the con- 
gregation of Tulane Avenue Baptist 
Church in New Orleans. 


A LTHOUGH a controversy exists as 


Plaintiffs sued to enjoin Rev. James 
A. Sharpe from continuing as pastor and 
to enjoin his co-defendants, members of 
the governing board and officers, from 
aiding Mr. Sharpe from continuing. The 
suit was grounded upon a claim by plain- 
tiffs that Mr. Sharpe had been unseated 
as pastor by a congregational vote. 


The church, through its officers, filed 
a counter suit, seeking to enjoin plain- 
tiffs in the first case from interfering 
with management of the church. 


On a new application made by plain- 
tiffs in the first case, the court issued a 
restraining order, enjoining Mr. Sharpe 
from continuing as pastor pending final 
determination of the case and ordering 
closing of the church in the meantime. 


By Arthur L. H. Street 


The Sharpe faction then secured an 
order from the Supreme Court forbid- 
ding the trial judge from proceeding 
farther until further order of the Su- 
preme Court. And on review of the pro- 
ceedings the higher court set aside the 
restraining order that had issued in 
the lower court, saying: 

“The sole question, presently before 
us, is, ‘Did the trial court act within the 
law in temporarily restraining Rev. 
Sharpe and all others from entering the 
church or holding meetings around it, 
and in ordering the church closed?’” 

“It appears to us that the trial judge 
was in error in granting this order. 
There is unmistakably a heated con- 
troversy among the members of the 
church, touching the right of the Rev. 
Sharpe to continue as pastor of it, re- 
sulting apparently from differences of 
opinion as to whether the pastorate has 
been declared vacant or has been legally 
so declared. When this controversy arose 
and when the order, now before us, was 
granted, Sharpe was in possession of the 
church, as pastor. Being in possession, 
he should not be ousted by means of a 
restraining order. His right to serve as 
pastor may be effectively determined on 
the trial * * * of the merits of this case.” 








religion we represent is not a science to 
be studied but a life to be lived. 


Preach the truth, men of the noblest 
calling on earth. Preach the truth, re- 
membering you are God’s ambassadors. 
Preach the truth because it is un- 
answerable. One who attempts to com- 
bat it only makes himself ridiculous. 
Truth has in it a deathless element so 
that even when “crushed to earth” it 
will “rise again.” Or as another has put 
it uniquely, “Truth gets well if run over 
by a locomotive, while error dies of lock- 
jaw if she scratches her finger. 


Effectiveness Proportionate to Goodness 

The minister’s effectiveness is propor- 
tionate to his goodness, and it is by 
his character primarily, and not by vir- 
tue of his commission, that he can win 
men to Christ. 


“Preachers can talk but never teach 
Unless they practice what they 
preach.” 


But it is not easy to be good, at least for 
a layman, and I have a sneaking notion 
that if the truth were known, it is no 
downy couch of ease for the clergy 
either. None of us are saints. That 
goal may be unattainable upon this 
earth, even by those who preach it. 
Even a distant and occasional approach 
to it is all that can be hoped for of 
human beings. The great thing is the 
caring, the will, the unceasing effort, 
the constant struggle to “attain to the 
fullness of the stature of God in Christ 
Jesus”; the conviction that we are right 
and are ready to die for it, if needs be, 
it is this that gives us the real power 
and zest in “attempting great things for 


God.” Unfortunately some of those who 
are trying so hard to be good are making 
the biggest mess of it, and this because 
they are relying upon themselves. That 
is exactly what Jesus teaches us not to 
do. “As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself except it abide in the vine, no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 

Finally, I love ministers for one 
thing; invariably they have a sense of 
humor. It is the only thing that pulls 
them through. Perhaps I may shock 
serious minds with what I am about to 
say, I cannot help it. It seems to me 
that a minister may introduce a bit of 
wholesome humor to illustrate a point 
in his sermon. As an artist uses light and 
shade to emphasize his painting, so I 
would have my minister play upon the 
whole gamut of feeling and emotions that 
he might touch responsive chords in the 
hearts and minds of his auditors. Humor 
rests the spirit, lifting the mind from the 
deeper considerations into the realms of 
lighter thought. It changes one’s per- 
spective. 


THE LAND OF UNCRITICIZED 
DESIRES 


The first question to ask a man is this: 
Have you found something in life bigger 
and greater than yourself? In one of her 
brilliant novels May Sinclair described 
a man of fastidious taste lying in a ham- 
mock on a cool piazza drinking iced 
drinks on an afternoon of blistering heat, 
while a young woman to whom he was 
engaged, seated in the hot and stuffy 
music room near by, played a most dif- 
ficult and intricate composition, the very 
rendering of which on such an afternoon 
and in such a place has elements of 
something not unlike suffering. The 
completely unconscious egotist did not 
know what bitter condemnation he was 
pronouncing upon himself as he listened 
to the lovely music. The land of un- 
criticized desires is at last a dark and 
hateful land. There is something with- 
in a man which points beyond his own 
pleasure, beyond his own gratification. 
Something very deep and important stirs 
within him as he hears that question: 
Have you found in life anything bigger 
than yourself? 

Lynn Harold Hough in The Great 
Evangel; Cokesbury Press. 


THE SACRAMENT OF BEAUTY 


The late Mr. Clutton- Brock used to 
say that he believed far more of the un- 
happiness of life is due to the depriva- 
tion of beauty than perhaps anything 
else. It is true. If we could only realize 
that beauty is the one great sacrament 
through which God makes his presence 
known, perhaps we would not line our 
countrysides with billboards and sign 
posts. Perhaps we would not fill our 
cities with smoke and soot, dirty streets 
and ugly buildings and factories. Per- 
haps we would realize that a cathedral, 
pointing its spires to the skies, is more 
to be desired than our gaudy movie 
houses. We need to get rid of that dark, 
satanic tradition of making things ugly 
because it means more profit. In short, 
we need to remind ourselves that the 
passionate desire for beauty will do more 
than anything else in making God real. 

Arthur J. Pfohl in The Christian Cen- 
tury Pulpit, August, 1933; The Chris- 
tian Century Press. 
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Give Me Something To Do 


SEVEN-year old went to her pas- 
A tor some time ago and said, “I 
want a job in the church.” 
Before the pastor had time to respond 
she continued, “Would you let me fill 
a drinking glass for the pulpit each Sun- 
day morning?” 


The pastor commended her for such 
interest and initiative. He suggested that 
they give her job a name. 


“All right,” said the little girl, “I'll be 
the Chief Keeper of the Pulpit Glass, 
and can I have two assistants, Mary and 
Jane?” 


So the little girl went to work in her 
church. As far as that pastor remem- 
bers, he has used the water in the glass 
only once. But each Sunday it is an in- 
spiration to him to enter the pulpit and 
find the glass filled and carefully placed 
as a small girl’s part in the ministry of 
the church. 


A church that does not have a job for 
every member is too big. A church that 
overlooks the desire on the part of youth 
and age to do something for which they 
are responsible is missing a real oppor- 
tunity. The pastor’s first problem is to 
avoid the mistake of being a party to 
“boondoggling.” In the church as else- 
where “made work” calls forth little real 
interest and enthusiasm. But however 
small the work, it is possible to elevate it 
to a ministry. 


There are numerous ways that a pas- 
tor can find a real ministry for each 
L:ember of the church that will contrib- 
ute to the personal interest of individuals 
and the general welfare of the church as 
a whole. One of the best approaches to 
the whole question of putting the church 
membership to work is suggested in the 
example above. Quite often people who 
are not working in the church can tell 
cone, or something they would like to 
do. The work of the pastor becomes 
that of an administrator who is con- 
cerned with discovering the particular 
interest of the individual church mem- 
ber and relating that interest to the en- 
tire work of the church. In many cases 
of course, the pastor must take the ini- 
tiative and find the job that suits the 
person. 


In seeking to put more young people 
to work in the church with a definite 
responsibility a pastor started a system 
known as the “pastor’s secretary.” The 
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particular church was so organized that 
it was impossible for the pastor to visit 
the various groups of the church more 
frequently than once a month. He felt 
the need for a closer contact with the 
separate groups. He selected one mem- 
ber of each group to be his secretary in 
that group for a period of six weeks. 
These secretaries visited the pastor’s 
study at a regular time each week. They 
made an oral and written report of the 
working of their particular group. In 
the oral report the pastor was concerned 
with getting acquainted with the young 
person acting as secretary, and being 
known to the young person. In the writ- 
ten report the pastor was concerned with 
the detail working of the group the 
young person represented. The written 
report was given to the director of the 
group involved for the purpose of study- 
ing the response of the young people to 
the work of that group. After this study 
it was filed in the pastor’s study as ref- 
erence material in program building. 
This plan enabled the pastor to have six 
consecutive interviews with twenty-seven 
young people in the course of a year. It 
was a very helpful plan in dealing with 
problem individuals without calling them 
upon the carpet. At the close of the 
period of secretarial service each person 
received a small gift and a letter of ap- 
preciation. 


The Place of Ushering 


Ushering in the church affords a rich 
field for getting young married men, and 
the indifferent male members into an 
active responsibility. There is nothing 
new in the matter of passing such a re- 
sponsibility around. But the approach 
is very important and often determines 
the success or the failure. One pastor 
found it helpful to schedule fifty men to 
serve as ushers for stated periods 
throughout the year. An effort was 
made to include in this list those men 
who were inactive, and who were new in 
the church. At the beginning of the 
year they received from the chairman of 
the ushering committee a letter an- 
nouncing their period of service, along 


By Joseph M. Garrison* 


with a list of appointments for forty- 
nine other men. They were approached 
on the basis of “sharing a responsibility 
with other men, for a definite time.” 
Some 90% of the men responded in 
actual service. Many of those who de- 
clined had good reasons or asked to be 
used later. 


During the period of actual service as 
usher the pastor made it his work to in- 
struct these men in the art of public 
worship. Not all, but many continued 
in regular attendance, and those who at- 
tended with their families after such a 
period of service had learned how to act 
in the church, and were able to use their 
information in their own families. Need- 
less to say, such a plan has many weak- 
nesses. It lends itself to ragged usher- 
ing and requires some machinery to keep 
it going, but the net results seem to 
justify it in at least one church. 


A very effective ministry for church 
members is found in connection with the 
reception of new members. When new 
members are to be received, the pastor 
can select certain families to be re- 
sponsible for the service of welcome fol- 
lowing the public reception of members. 
He can select for such work those 
families who seem to possess potential 
leadership but who seem to be holding 
back. It has value in bringing these 
families to the front of the church. It 
has an additional value in that it binds 
certain families together during the get- 
acquainted period of a» new member. 
When other welcome services are held 
those, who have previously participated, 
know what to do, and contribute much 
toward a friendly church. 


The problem of putting every member 
to work in the church is essentially a 
question of the distribution of the work. 
This is illustrated in the case of a church 
with 450 members. Within one year 
there were actually 462 positions of re- 
sponsibility and leadership shared by the 
membership. . 


Long Time Responsibilities for Adults 


Elders, each with definite respon- 


EE otic ee aoe wees 12 
Deacons, organized in committees 
ee ee eee 12 


Volunteer Choir, 1% hour re- 
hearsals each week under paid 


mo A ey od ee 15 
Church School teachers and of- 

en Bea ae are dwitian bone ctes 25 
poe el CO, re 10 
Women’s Auxiliary General Or- 

Ns island «Naw xwee dialemen 15 
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Auxiliary Circle Officers ......... 21 
Policy and Future Plans Com- 
Ee Se ear ae ao ee 10 
Kindergarten Supt. during Morn- 
ie: are os ee 1 
eg ee errr 7 


Music Committee 
Representatives in Federation of 

RRS ass ae we we als 4 
Scout Committeemen ........... 4 
Statistician for morning worship. 1 
Publicity in religious publications 1 
Lawn Supervision (Woman) 1 
Organist (paid) Pianists (4) 5 


Church School Worship Commit- 


eeeee 


Be ars Leessaa Salles Casmen acess 2 
Short Time Responsibilities for Adults 
RR oe ee ere 50 
Church nights of fellowship ..... 30 
Welcome service in reception of 
ge, ee ere re 
oo) a ee ee ey 261 


Long Time Responsibilities for Young 
People 


Choir (in connection with adults) 15 
Junior Choir and director for 


CTCR TOIIO! ovis os oo ccdaecses 15 
Kindergarten assistants during 
a eee os 
Church School teachers and of- 
REGS, er Pa eee a 
Secretaries to the pastor in six 
eg: es oe ee 27 
Class officers in Church School... 25 
Church School ushering ......... 10 


Officers in Young People’s Groups 12 
Bulletin Boards (changed weekly) 2 
Transportation of a cripple in 


a re Oye ee 5 
Spot light (switched each week 

WOTEING GING) i oo scace chs cae Ve 1 
Keeper of the Pulpit Glass ...... 3 
Secure Church Bulletins for Choir 

St SE ks se nuniisscen Sates. 2 


Short Time Responsibilities for Young 
People 


Pageants and plays 
Church nights with young people 
| eer rere 
Personal participation in Wor- 
in Church School 
SORE IE sv on cus iinn Hand arce'e 6 


Total 
Grand total of definite responsi- 
bilities 


Good Fellow 

(From page 562) 
hold the office of deacon in the local 
church. The business that the chairman 
so confidently assured everyone would 
take but a few minutes took exactly 
twenty-nine minutes and thirty seconds. 
The important matters were actually so 
trite and trivial that it is a waste of time 
to even refer to them. . 

At last, I am introduced by the chair- 
man. My family history is dragged out, 
even the skeleton in the closet. The 
kindly disposed Madam Van Byrd even 
indulges in some wit and prophecy. In 
her peroration she eloquently declares, 
“and now it is our good fortune to listen 
to the executive head of one the finest 
and most successful organizations in our 
town, the grandest town in the grand- 
est state of the grandest nation in the 
most glorious world in the universe.” 
(applause) She continues, “Ladies of 
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the Woman’s Club, you will enjoy the 
stupendous, colossal, thrilling, and in- 
forming address which Mr. Solomon, ITI, 
will now deliver.” (vociferous applause) 

I arise and walk humbly to the speak- 
er’s stand. I put the weight of my body 
on the ball of my left foot and place the 
heel of my right foot six inches to the 
south-west of the terminal part of my 
left leg. I clear my throat, pay my com- 
pliments to the ladies, express my pleas- 
ure for the honor they have conferred 
upon me, and then for the next three- 
quarters of an hour I tell them all I 
know, some things I do not know, and 
some things that nobody knows. When 
the lecture is over the gracious sisters 
tell me how much they enjoyed my mes- 
sage and how astounded they were to 
learn that the depression has increased 
the number of homeless cats until the 
latest statistics from the newest govern- 
ment bureau reveals that on Jan. 1, 1936 
there were 1,787,463 homeless cats. 
Madam Van Byrd gushingly thanks me 
for my address. 

Arriving home at about 10:30 o’clock, 
tired and weary, I go down the cellar 
and bank the fire for the night. I then 
go to the kitchen and eat a soda cracker 
and drink a glass of milk, laboriously I 
climb the stairs to my library and from 
the pigeon-hole in the upper right hand 
corner of my desk I take a little—red 
leather account book and I write therein 
these words, “Feb. 18th, Tues., 8:30 P.M., 
Women’s Club, Address, Suffering Cats 
and the FHOC. MHonorarium, Thank 
You!” 

A sincere “thank you” is not to be de- 
spised but when I go to my favorite 
haberdasher and pick out a tie for which 
I offer him my deepest appreciation and 
most sincere “thank you,” he is not im- 
pressed. With him, “thank you” does 
not pay the bill. Strange as it may 
seem the grocerman, the baker, the in- 
surance collector, and the coal dealer 
never give me a receipted bill though I 
shower them with a thousand words of 
thanks. 

Women’s clubs are not the only of- 
fenders. I could list the names of a half 
hundred civic and fraternal organiza- 
tions, made up for the most part of busi- 
ness men who expect pay and get it for 
all the goods they deliver but no matter 
how good the goods may be that the 
speaker of the evening delivers his pay 
is quite often, “thank you.” Behind every 
good address there are hours of reading 
and thinking. I have driven my auto- 
mobile a few hundred miles, expended 
considerable time, and quite a few dol- 
lars that I could ill afford, in order to 
speak before some club or civic or re- 
ligious organization for which I received 
these fine words (and they are good 
words) “thank you.” I am still as poor 
as Job’s turkey but praise be to Allah, 
my reputation for being, “a good fellow” 
is still intact. 


Here is another angle of the problem 
of being “a good fellow.” I happen to 
live in a small town with the usual set 
up of churches, civic clubs, fraternal or- 
ganizations, college and high school as- 
sociations. All of these are worthy of 
every citizen’s support. They are with 
rare exceptions controlled by men and 
women of fine character and high ideals. 
My income because of the peculiar na- 
ture of my work is limited. This I know 
full well but the general public does not 
seem to realize it as I do. Each week 
brings a worthy appeal. They are too 
numerous to enumerate. I shall state 
only a few. Here they are in brief: 

“Our church is having a bake sale, 
can’t you give us something?” 

“Our class is publishing their annual, 
won’t you please give us a complimentary 
ad?” 

“Our town library is in need of books, 
won’t you give us a subscription?” 

“Our fire department needs a new 
fire engine, won’t you give us a dollar 
and take a chance on the automobile 
that will be given away?” 

“Our dramatic club needs new quar- 
ters, won’t you buy a ticket to our 
play, ‘Sipping Cider Through a Straw’?” 

“Our church needs a new educational 
building, won’t you buy a hundred 
bricks, only $1.00 a brick?” 

“Our club is sponsering some boy’s 
work, won’t you favor us with a dona- 
tion?” 

I dig in and make a contribution be- 
cause I hate a tight-wad and loathe the 
stingy individual who will not accept his 
or her share of responsibility in main- 
taining worthy community enterprises. 
And then too, I must not spoil my repu- 
tation of being, “a good fellow.” The 
thing that bothers me is just this, “How 
good ‘a good fellow’ ought ‘a good fellow’ 
be?” Being “a good fellow” has put me 
in the red, disturbed my peace of mind, 
and denied not only myself but my 
family certain legitimate needs and pro- 
tection. I am persuaded that many busi- 
ness and professional men jeopardize 
their future and imperil the lives of 
those who depend on them for support 
by trying to maintain the reputation of 
being “a good fellow.” 

The prevalent concept of “a good fel- 
low” is easily and completely described 
in three sentences. He is an individual 
who never turns down a cause. He al- 
ways replies to every request, no matter 
how foolish, in the affirmative. 

He ponies up with a subscription on all 
occasions whether he can afford it or 
not. 


We Americans love conventions. Come 


on all ye “good fellows” and let us have 
a jamboree on the banks of the Potomac. 
Let us convene and settle for our soul’s 
sake this perplexing question, “How good 
‘a good fellow’ ought ‘a good fellow’ be?” 
I want to know, don’t you? 
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Have Faith in Your Fellowmen! 
An Interview with Sir Wilfred Grenfell of Labrador 


country and I were riding in my 

little Ford way up in the hills of 
Vermont. We were on our way to the 
radio station where we were scheduled 
to speak and as we wended our way to- 
ward Waterbury we talked of many 
things. : 

“You often hear it said that the days 
when men would gladly respond to un- 
selfish adventure in the Master’s serv- 
ice are over. Some seem to think that 
money is now the greatest appeal one 
can make to man. You have been in 
Labrador these many years, doctor. You 
have tasted of life. You have been here, 
there and everywhere and have met 
many of the world’s outstanding leaders. 
What’s your slant?” 

Just at the moment we happened to 
be passing a small lake. Sir Wilfred 
pointed to it. “See that water down 
yonder?” he asked. I glanced down and 
then nodded my head. “Suppose some 
children were playing down there and 
suddenly one of them should fall in, 
what would happen? Would the men 
nearby ‘walk by on the other side?’ They 
would not. Those who could swim would 
immediately plunge into the water, while 
those who could not would gladly re- 
spond by ‘standing by’ to render what- 
ever assistance they could. Any man 
who did less would feel like a skunk. 
It is because of this truth that I say that 
the spirit of Christ, the spirit of helpful- 
ness is by no means dead in the modern 
world. All it needs is the means to ex- 
press itself.” 

The Labrador doctor is a firm believer 
in putting the challenge of Christ be- 
fore the sons of men. Everywhere he 
goes, he does this. For many years, for 
example, he has been visiting Harvard 
and Yale medical schools telling the 
students of the wonderful opportunities 
that await them to do good up in the 
wild, barren, rock coast of the far north 
country. He offers them neither ease, 
pleasure nor money but rather a down- 
right challenge to give their fellowmen 
a helping hand. And what is the re- 
sult? He has more applicants than he 
can place. 

“They wrong men greatly,” said 
Thomas Carlyle, “who say he is seduced 
by ease. Difficulty, abnegation, martyr- 


ie famous knight of the far north 


genial life of him and you have a flame 
that burns up all lower considerations.” 
Dr. Grenfell is thoroughly in agreement 
with the Scottish philosopher. And that 
is one thing that is wrong with the aver- 
age church, he told me. 
Need of Work 

“You fellows preach good sermons. 
You talk about service. You remind 
your congregations what remains to be 
done. All that is fine. However, do you 
follow your discourses with practical 
suggestions as to what each one can do? 
Usually not. I believe that to be one of 
our weaknesses. We should link our 
sermons up with practical work. The 
emphasis on intellectual interpretation 
divides up—the willingness to work draws 
men together.” 


He gave me a practical illustration of 
what he was driving at. When he was 
converted at one of Dwight L. Moody’s 
meetings he went to his pastor and told 
him about it. He was glad to hear the 
news, he said. He reminded Grenfell of 
the great step he had taken and was rea- 
sonably sure that he would never regret 
his decision. He talked along this line 
without intimating in any way, Sir Wil- 
fred told me, that there was some little 
job that he might undertake in the 
church. Young people in particular, in 
his opinion should be given tasks to per- 
form for as he put it, “youth is the time 
for faith and that is the time man can 
do things. In that way, by the time 
youth is grown up it will know things.” 

I reminded him that his appeal to 
young men to go up to Labrador had a 
special appeal, that it was a country 
little known to the average American 
and Canadian, that the challenge in- 
cluded the spirit of bold adventure and 
a call to the unknown. “The average 
pastor,” I said, “lacked this.” Young men 
knew all about their own home towns, 
were well acquainted with their neigh- 
bors and all that sort of thing. However, 
this plea made little headway with our 
friend, the doctor. “Real service, Mr. 


Low, to any man, anywhere, is always 
romantic, despite what you say. 


The 





dom, death are the allurements that act Jy/aaie 


on the heart of man. Kindle the inner 
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By A. Ritchie Low* 


work of the local church can be made a 
dull, monotonous affair lacking both 
vigor and color or, on the other hand, 
the minister can so dignify his task and 
magnify his office that it takes on a 
spiritual glow that makes both old and 
young want to have a part in it. It all 
depends on the outlook.” 

Sir Wilfred, I discovered, is not par- 
ticularly interested in creeds and dogmas 
and has as helpers and supporters 
Roman Catholics and Unitarians, Quak- 
ers and Mormons. What counts is not 
one’s denominational affiliations, he says, 
but rather the possession of the Spirit of 
Christ: It is his firm conviction that 
deeds bear their own hallmark, patent 
to all thoughtful men, showing whether 
or not they are in line with God’s will. 
“Much good work for the world has 
been lost, much character development 
damned,” he told me, “because those 
passing as Christian leaders have made 
a thousand shibboleths which God never 
made.” Accordingly, when a man volun- 
teers to go up to the far north country 
to do his bit he is asked no questions as 
tc whether he is a member of this or 
that church. It is enough to know that 
he wants to help. 


The same is true of those who go to 
the Grenfell hospitals. Although under 
Protestant auspices and maintained 
primarily from Protestant sources, Roman 
Catholics are as freely admitted as others 
while agnostic, and atheists are never 
turned away. All are admitted for treat- 
ment on an equal basis. 


Enjoys His Religion 

One is not long in Sir Wilfred Gren- 
fell’s company before he notices that he 
carries about with him a sunny optimism, 
a radiant, victorious, Christian spirit. 
There is nothing mournful about him. 
He enjoys his religion. The God he 
worships is One who helps men over the 
rough places of life. He talks about re- 
ligion naturally, with none of that shy 
reserve which often characterizes even 
religious leaders when not speaking pub- 
licly. The doctor is one of Protestant- 
ism’s best advertisements, he makes re- 
ligion something winsome, attractive, al- 
luring. He gives you the impression that 
the joy of the Lord is his strength. He 
does not believe for one moment, he told 
me, that, God intends His servants to have 
long faces; and if their work is a misery 
to them, they ought to get out of it, for 
it cannot be where they are intended to 
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What the Church Means to Me 


Alan Pressley Wilson, Baltimore, Maryland 


tunity to worship God. In the ab- 

stract, the Church represents the 
spirit of God in relation to mankind: in 
the concrete, it means the relationship 
existing between God and myself. 


Te me the Church means an oppor- 


Let me say at the very outset that, 
when I think of the Church of God, I 
have no mental picture of any denomina- 
tional body or sect—the concept is clear 
of any divisive argument or set of tenets 
as opposed to another set. 

When I think of the Church there 
comes to me the thought of God’s love 
to mankind and his desire that this love 
should be reciprocated and my heart 
goes out in simple gratitude for his mercy 
and there is born the desire to do that 
which will please him and this action 
lifts me nearer to him. 


When I think of a church as, for in- 
stance, some particular building or type 
of architecture, I think of a visible, 
tangible, concerted effort on the part of 
man to provide an earthly temple for 
the indwelling and in-reigning of Al- 
mighty God. 

God is not a sectarian: he is not a 
denominational brawler: he concerns 
himself not with the petty differences 
men have adopted to array themselves 
the one against the other! “God is a 
spirit: and they that worship must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” (John 
4:24). Humanly speaking, I do not think 
that God sees; certainly he does not 
sanction, the various names by which 
his children designate themselves, nor 
yet the separation they place between 
themselves. He is infinite and the little 
peccadillos of his finite creatures do not 


be. Would that he sent us more such 
radiant spirits! 

While today this good man has a world 
wide reputation and while his works 
have become known through all the 
earth and his words to the far corners 
of the globe, it was not always so. When 
he first went out to Labrador, life was 
far from being a bed of roses. He had 
little equipment, he knew hardly a soul 
on the coast and there was not a single 
hospital. Then too, when he began in a 
small way to get the fishermen to sell 
their fish cooperatively and thus elimi- 
nate some of the middlemen who were 
exploiting them, he had not a little 
trouble on his hands. Criticisms came 
from all quarters and some of those 
whose nefarious practices were inter- 


concern him; whereas the eternal welfare 
of the creatures themselves does concern 
him deeply. 


Rather than shake or weaken my 
faith, the current theological contro- 
versies have strengthened it and have 
made me proud of being a child of 
God and an intelligent being of his crea- 
tion. Rather than discourage me, these 
controversies (with their concomitant 
revelations and new concepts) have 
greatly encouraged me. “Where there 
is no vision, the people perish.” (Prov- 
erbs 29:18a). Where there is no new 
scientific truth developed and promul- 
gated the people die of spiritual ennui 
and lack of the opportunity for growth. 


“Grow in grace,’ was the exhortation 
of Peter (Second Epistle 3:18), and the 
accumulation of knowledge which the 
brilliancy of keen minds brings is the 
means of our development. We no more 
grow by the re-statement of aged theo- 
logical dogmas and the continued mouth- 
ing of ecclesiastical differences than 
could one add to his physical well-being 
by feeding the body upon cast-off food. 


Theological controversy assures me 
that the church is alive: indeed, I would 
fear for her continuance were there no 
new revelations: were each one of us 
content with our mauling over of worn- 
out truths. The Church is of divine 
origin; I fear no harm as long as she 
moves ahead. I do fear for her very life 
when she settles down to contentment 
with creeds and dogmas that keen intel- 
lect (born of God’s gracious goodness) 
have laid aside as ginworthy of her 
greatest growth. 


fered with even went so far as to try to 
get England to persuade this little coun- 
try doctor to mind his own business and 
stick to medicine! You probably have 
read about this phase of Grenfell’s life 
in his Forty-two Years for Labrador. 
But none of these things moved him. 
As he put it, we shall not be crucified, 
any more than Christ was, for preach- 
ing the sermon on the Mount, but for 
interfering with the money changers. 
Firm in the belief that he was on the 
right track he went about the business 
of training the fisher folk to help them- 
selves through marketing their product 
cooperatively. Today they rise up and 
call him blessed. Today they realize 
what a tremendous fight he made in 
their behalf. His work taught him not 


only to love the sea but also those who 
go down to the sea in ships and do busi- 
ness in great waters. Referring to 
those far off days he told me that his 
aim was to help men while they were 
alive rather than to write epitaphs on 
their tombstones when they died. “The 
glory of Life,’ states Grenfell, “is that 
the Almighty has entrusted to men the 
making of a better world to justify the 
brief stay on this planet called human 
life.” 
Criticism Expected 

In these forty odd years of missionary 
work up in the far north country he has 
had to endure his share of criticism but 
undaunted, he has gone ahead doing the 
day’s work. Criticism’, says the doctor, 
is very common—except by the clam 
which lies in the mud. Fear of criticism, 
he also believes, is the hallmark of 
cowardice. He believes criticism is the 
seal of vitality, and should encourage 
rather than deter unconventional meth- 
ods. This viewpoint, I confess, was 
somewhat new to me and should put new 
heart and vigor into all of us who, in our 
daily parish work and contacts, have to 
bear the heat and burden of the day. 

If you had your life to live over again, 
I asked him, what would you do? With- 
cut a moment’s hesitation the answer 
was forthcoming. “I would do just what 
I have been doing all these years.” He 
paused for a moment and then added: 
“Only, I should try to do it just a bit 
better.” 


“Are you persuaded, doctor,” I asked 
him, “that the world is, after all, a 
pretty good place to live in, that despite 
all we see and hear, things are on the 
mend and that our young people are 
not just a bad lot after all?” 


“Far from believing things are grow- 
ing worse in the world,’ he replied, 
“every experience leads me to believe 
that never was youth so chivalrous, never 
so ready to display the spirit of unselfish- 
ness, that is, the spirit of Christ.” 

And surely this Knight of the Far 
Country ought to know. 


Crossing the Bar 
Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call to me! 
And may there be no moaning at the bar, 
When I put out to sea, 


But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound or foam, 

When that which drew from out the 
boundless deep 
Turns again home. 


Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 


For tho’ from out our bourne of Time 
and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 


—Tennyson, 
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A Family Affair 


Luke 15:11-32. 
HE first sentence of the parable tells 
To what it is about—‘A certain man 
had two sons.” The story deals with 
three people. The plot is a triangle. The 
base of the triangle is on earth; its apex 
is in heaven. It is the story of God and 
the great human family distilled to three 
characters. This is a story of character, 
and, first of all, I want to talk to you 
about the three characters of the story. 
The three characters are in motion. 
The two brothers are changing, develop- 
ing, taking on final form. The boy who 
left home comes home again, and the 
elder brother who stayed at home is left 
at last just outside the door, angry and 
petulant, refusing to come in. The char- 
acters develop their proper destiny. In 
the second place, therefore, I want to 
talk to you about the experiences that 
bind these three characters together. 
First the characters, and second their 
experiences. 


ii 


Look at the younger son for a moment. 
He is the eternal and_ irrepressible 
“younger generation.” ‘There was some- 
thing very engaging about him. There 
was also something very disquieting about 
him. On an off day he could make an 
average adult raving mad in five min- 
utes, but when he was really in good 
form, one glance at his sarcastic eye and 
cocksure ignorance was enough to make 
any adult of excess poundage turn away 
for fear of apoplexy. This young man 
always stood right up and spoke right 
out in meeting. No hypocrisy about 
him! He always said just what he 
thought. In fact, he sometimes said 
what he thought even before he 
thought it! 

This young man could—not get along 
with his elder brother. He chafed with 
the restraints of home. Home irked 
him. No sooner thought than said! 
“Father, give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me.” “Render to me 
mine own. Give me what belongs to 
me. Don’t keep me waiting until you die. 
Give me what is mine and get out of my 
way.” He had tons of honesty but not 
an ounce of manners. He was not the 
sort of young man whom you would in- 
troduce to your maiden aunt—not unless 
you had something against your maiden 
aunt! He specialized in shocking maiden 
aunts. He was without grace, but he was 





*Minister, Congregational Church, Hudson, 
Ohio. 


also without guile. Let that at least be 
remembered for him against that day! 


Now, another thing about this young 
man. He was sensitive. He could feel. 
The trouble was that he had not learned 
that other people could feel too. His 
nerve ganglions stopped with his own 
skin. If you opened your soul to him, 
he would walk in upon your heart with 
hobnailed boots. He would cut you to 
ribbons with a smile. He was interested 
in the way he felt about cutting you and 
not in the way you felt about being cut. 
He was one of those people who pluck 
the wings from bees and are surprised 
when they are stung. He plucked the 
wings of his elder brother’s conceit and 
he was amazed at the poisonous cruelty 
that stung him. He did not know that 
he had hurt his elder brother, but he 
knew that his brother had hurt him. 
Not that he would show that he was 
hurt! He plunged about all day, hard, 
self-centered and gay, but at night, in 
his own room, he wept. Why did every- 
one conspire against him? Why could 
he never do as he pleased without getting 
into trouble? The end was unavoidable. 
It had to be. “Not many days after, the 
younger son gathered all together and 
took his journey into a far country.” 


I know an old Bible which is also a 
family photograph album. That is very 
appropriate, for among other things that 
is what the Bible is: it is a collection of 
pictures taken of the minds and hearts 
of men. Here in the old family photo- 
graph album is the picture of the 
younger son. He looks strange to us at 
first, as all old pictures do. The picture 
was taken, shall we say, when this boy 
was about eighteen. He is clothed in a 
forgotten fashion. His hat was a dashing 
affair—nineteen hundred years ago. Such 
funny things come out of old photo- 
graph albums! And yet I suspect that 
some of us can detect a certain family 
resemblance to ourselves. That sarcastic 
eye, that hard, critical egotism, where 
have we seen that before? Strange, but 
it seems to run in the family! So do we 
walk with hobnail boots on the hearts of 
those who love us. “Give me what be- 
longs to me and get out of my way.” 
Give me my rights, give me my freedom, 
give me my pleasures! We take and use 
them without social conscience or re- 
igiousS insight. We press our rights until 
they become the injustice we do others; 
our freedom becomes their slavery; our 
pleasures, their disgust. Unhappy chil- 
dren of God that we are, torturing our- 


By Raymond C. Burns* 


selves and breaking up the family of 
God! There cannot be a family on that 
basis. 

Look now for a moment at the elder 
brother. Note that the radiance has 
gone out of this man’s life. What else is 
missing in this paragon of virtue? He 
was everything that a son should be— 
and he knew it! Jesus said that when 
we are doing good we ought not to let 
the one hand know what the other hand 
is doing. That is a very wise saying. 
It is a good thing to keep ourselves some- 
what in ignorance about how very good 
we are. When a man knows how very 
good he is, he ceases to be good for one 
thing at least: he ceases to be good 
company. The honest prodigals have 
always said that if fellowship with such 
paragons of virtue as this elder brother 
represented the joys of heaven, they 
would find their joys farther down. The 
prodigals know all about sin; they know 
by instinct that it is a sin to be so nar- 
10Wly, joylessly righteous. 

This elder brother was “unco guid.” 
He was obedient and industrious. When 
we first see him, he is coming in late 
from the field. Something more needed 
to be done, and he put his aching muscles 
to it and did it. He was tired when he 
came home and heard music and danc- 
ing. And when he learned that all this 
joy was caused by the return of that 
scamp, his brother, he was jealous. Why 
was there no music and dancing in his 
life? Why was there no gay leisure in 
his soul? The bitter words, long dammed 
up, came rushing out in a flood: “Lo, 
these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy com- 
mandment: and yet thou never gavest 
me a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends: But as soon as this thy son 
was come, which hath devoured thy liv- 
ing with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fatted calf.” And he was angry and 
would not go in. 


The younger brother had something 
that is necessary in the family of God, 
and the elder brother suspected his own 
lack of it. To be sure, the younger 
brother had wasted his substance in 
riotous living. His fortune was gone. His 
experience in the far country had dis- 
figured his soul with scars. And yet 
he had something the elder brother did 
not have. When he came home the 
younger brother wanted to dance and 
sing. So did the elder brother—but he 
did not know how. 


That was the tragedy of the elder 
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brother. He had lost the radiance of his 
religion. He was all justice and no 
mercy, all law and no grace. He thought 
that the family of God was founded 
upon law. He needed to learn that 
every happy relationship on the earth be- 
low, or in heaven above, is founded upon 
grace. He had kept all the law, but he 
had forgotten something. God, the 
Father, reminds him: “This thy brother 
was dead, and is alive again; and was 
lost, and is found.” We ought to be 
glad; we ought to obey those command- 
ments which God has written upon the 
fleshy tablets of the heart, as well as the 


law written upon tablets of stone. The 
elder brother did not know that. He 
was not so good as he thought. What 


shall we say at last about this elder 
brother? A desperate word must be said, 
for Jesus himself said it: “Publicans and 
the harlots go into the Kingdom of God 
before you.” 

Can the elder brothers of this world 
learn to receive with joy every gracious 
and redeeming act of God? Then they 
can enter the family again and “know 
the joy of God.” “Thou hast been faith- 
ful in many things.” But God has some- 
thing still in store for the elder brothers: 
“Enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Last of all, note the father. Surely 
there is one thing that we know about 
God; we know that he does not inter- 
fere. “Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living.”” Men must choose. 
God does not drive us like slaves into the 
kingdom of God. When we come, we 
must come like sons, of our own free 
will. 

God never interferes. And yet he al- 
ways interferes. He does not follow us 
into the far country. Something much 
more subtle than that happens. We 
carry him in our hearts even into the 
far country and when we come to our- 
selves our first thought is of him. He will 
never break into our privacy if we wish 
to shut him out, but he will stand at the 
door and knock. Sometimes that gentle 
and insistent knocking is borne to our 
ears, and we wonder. 


Francis Thompson uses a very different 
figure of speech to express the same 
thing. He speaks of God as the Hound 
of Heaven, from whose pursuit is no 
escape. Listen to him: 


“I fled Him, down the nights and down 
the days; 
I fled Him, down the arches of the 
years; 
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways 
Of my own mind; and in the mist of 
tears 
I hid from Him, and under running 
laughter.” 
And yet— 
“Fear wist not to evade, as Love wist to 
pursue. 





Still with unhurrying chase, 
And unperturbed pace, 

Deliberate speed, majestic instancy, 
Came on the following Feet, 
And a Voice above their beat— 


’"Naught shelters thee, who wilt not 
shelter Me!” 


II. 


First the characters, and second the 
experience. 


Jesus had a word for this experience. 
It was the word “lost.” We: often give 
a very complicated meaning to the word. 
Jesus used it in simple fashion. To him 
“lost”? meant being out of right relations 
with God and the great human family. 
If we say that we are “lost” in a room- 
ful of people, we mean, do we not, that 
we do not know how to enter the talk or 
the thought or the fun of those people? 
And if we are lost in the spiritual world, 
that means, does it not, that we do not 
know how to enter the work or the 
thought or the joy of God. 


That is the experience that binds the 
three characters of the story together. 
The plot of the story is a triangle: we 
are given the opportunity to see from 
three different angles what it means to 
be lost. We see what it means to the 
younger son and to the elder brother. 
For a moment we are permitted to sense 
the suffering of God. The story is founded 
on the fact that the loss of right rela- 
tionships between man and man or man 
and God is tragic. The younger brother 
cannot go out into a far country and get 
lost without any effects outside himself; 
his loss affects the whole family of God. 
The elder brother is lost also—not in a 
far country, but in the dark mazes of his 
own soul. Yet he cannot get lost all by 
himself. He cannot get lost without af- 
fecting the whole family of God. When 
the younger brother comes home, the 
elder brother turns the music of dancing 
into a dirge. His loss affects the family. 

Since we mean so much to each other, 
there is nothing that we ought to work 
for more than to reunite the broken fam- 
ily of God. And whenever we do it “we 
ought to be glad.” That is the new com- 
mandment. That is the way of grace. 
When we find that spirit 2 suspect 
we shall find the “lost radiance” of our 
religion. For we shall find God. 


There was another experience that 
bound these three characters together. 
It was the experience of being found. The 
elder brother had his way of feeling 
about it. He saw it from his angle. He 
was jealous. The younger son had his 
way of feeling about it. At first he was 
ashamed. Then it seemed to him that a 
burden was lifted from his shoulders and 
he was relieved and gay. The father 
had his way of feeling about it; we are 
permitted to see this reunion from God’s 
angle. The father forgave. He was over- 
joyed. He felt that his son was reborn— 
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Back to 100 A. D. 


A Sermon to Youth 


VERY interesting little book* has 
A recently been published which 

throws first hand knowledge of 
people and their manner of living two 
thousand years ago. The book consists of 
reproductions of bits of manuscript of 
the first and second centuries which 
have been discovered in the past fifty 
years. They are mostly in the Greek 
and have, many times, been discovered 
by accident. They are found in mummy 
cases or in containers buried in the dry 
sand. 


The amazing thing is that when we 
study these little bits of parchment we 
find that the people of two thousand 
years ago were very much like people 
ot today. 

Money played a large part in their 
lives. Many of these fragments deal 
with money. One is a request to an em- 
ployer, Zenon, for payment of the 
amount due the worker. There are sev- 
eral which are receipts for payment of 
debts and obligations. One is a receipt 
from a farmer for seed grain which the 
government has allowed him. Still an- 
other is a shipping bill of lading. 

People paid taxes back in those days. 
And there were several kinds of taxes, 
then as now. For instance there is a 
receipt for the payment of the sales tax 
upon the sale of a cow. The amount of 
tax is 10%. A customs tax of one and 
two per cent is levied upon the burden 





*“A Greek Papyrus Reader.’’ Goodspeed and 
Colwell. University of Chicago Press. 


of wine which a donkey is carrying. 
Several are receipts for poll taxes. 
Erieus, son of Anoubion, a resident of 
Memphis, pays four hundred drachmas 
in A.D. 180 as police and poll tax for his 
household. 


Many of the manuscripts are con- 
cerned with personal problems. Some 
are the problems of youth. A college 
student writes to his father that he is 
studying very hard and yet taking ex- 
ercise enough to keep in good health. A 
young girl, Serinella, has run away from 
home. She writes to her father asking 
that he do not think too badly of her. 
A woman writes to her young son-in-law 
urging him to employ a nurse for the 
little grandchild and to bring the child 
to see her grandparents. 

Naturally many of the items are con- 
cerned with problems of marriage. Trial 
marriage does not seem to have ori- 
ginated in the twentieth century for it 
is accepted, as a fact, many times in 
this little volume. And other of the 
statements deai with divorce and the 
terms of settlement which the parties 
make. Asclepias asks his God whether 
he shall marry Tapetheus. For fear the 
God will not understand who Tapetheus 
may be he explains that she was form- 
erly the wife of Horion. 

There were labor unions in those early 
days for one of the manuscripts deals 





with the oath of the fisherman’s union. | 
The members swear that they will not | 


(Turn to page 572) 








this time not merely into life, but into 
the life of the family. “This my son was 
dead and is alive again.” 

I am fraid that too many of us are 
elder brothers. We make the return 
home too hard. Jesus~knew the heart 
of the Father better. How simple the 
story is—as simple as the way to God. 
When the younger son came to himself 
he said, “I will arise and go to my 
father.” And he arose and came. All 
the way home he rehearsed the speech 
he would make. “I will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, And am no more worthy 
to be called thy son: make me as one of 
thy hired servants.” It was a lovely 
speech. It said all that should be said. 
The younger son realized with sure in- 
stinct that he must say all these things 
in his heart before he came home. He 
carefully memorized the little speech so 
that he would not forget to say a single 





item of the harsh truth about himself. 
But, after all, it was one of those 
speeches that fail before the reality of 
life itself. When he met his father, the 
boy got part way through his speech, 
then his voice stuck and he forgot. Be- 
fore he could remember and go on to 
say, “Make me as one of thy hired serv- 
ants,” he heard his father ordering the 
best robe to be brought and placed upon 
him, and preparations to be made for 
music and dancing. The father poured 
out his joy and forgiveness in a flood. 

As simple as this! As gracious and 
happy as that! “It was meet that we 
should make merry, and be glad’—my 
son is found! 


Oh, those black men saw deep into 
the heart of the eternal when they 
sang: 


“It’s not far, its close by. 
I’m a—goin’ home.” 
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Back to 100 A. D. 
(From Page 571) 
catch any of the sharp-snouted and 


large scaled fish which are the images 
of the Gods. 

One very interesting communication 
deals with the dignity of an injured 
senator. Senator Theon has been ap- 
pointed to take care of the soldiers’ 
woolen clothing for the year. He pro- 
tests that he already is a member of 


| the most important committee, the 


twenty-four. The others agree with him 
and the new appointment is cancelled. 

Several of the items deal with slavery 
in one form or another. One gives a 
description of runaway slaves and offers 
a reward for their capture and return. 
Another is written by a slave girl to her 
master who is away. She tells him that 
she longs to fly to him to see his face 
ence more. 

Others concern religion and the 
church. One is a church letter which 
transfers the membership of Heracles 
from one church to another. Another 
is a letter from a boy who is away from 
home and feels the need of a closer 
touch with his God. He writes to his 
mother asking that she pray for him 
that he may be faithful. 

And so these ancient manuscripts tell 
their story. People of the early cen- 
turies were pretty much like those of 
today. Their interests were work, play, 
home, love, money and taxes. Human 
problems have not changed much. Meth- 
ods of meeting them are not so much 
different from those used in the past. 
Human nature may change through the 
ages but it is a slow process. 


“SHE WAS SO PLEASANT” 
In Mount Auburn Cemetery at Cam- 


| bridge, Massachusetts, there is a tomb at 


the grave of a woman with this inscrip- 
tion, “She was so pleasant.” Many fa- 
mous people have been buried in that 
cemetery, Louis Agassiz, Charles Sumner, 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Oliver 


| Wendell Holmes, James Russell Lowell, 


Phillips Brooks, Charles W. Eliot, and 
scores of others. This woman was en- 
tirely unknown to fame—I cannot now 
even remember her name—yet there was 
that inscription, “She was so pleasant.” 
It must have been true, else her friends 
would never have placed it there in let- 


| ters of stone. It brings before our eyes 


the picture of a woman, thoughtful, 
gracious, kindly, making her part of the 
world a better place to live in because 
she was there. It is like that tribute in 
the book of Proverbs. “She opened her 
mouth with wisdom, and in her tongue is 
the law of kindness, and the heart of 


| her husband doth safely trust in her.” 


Charles R. Brown in Finding Our- 
selves; Harper & Brothers Publishers. 





The administration of 
American democracy is de- 
pendent upon two things: in- 
telligence and character. If 
either of these fail us little 
can be said in favor of our 
American system. 
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The Church 


Christianity Confronts Communism, by 
Matthew Spinka. Harper & Brothers. 
221 pages. $2.00. 

Every person who is interested in cur- 
rent events as they concern yseligion will 
find in Dr. Spinka’s book a clear and 
interesting study of the present conflict 
between Christianity and the “godless” 
policy of Russian Communism. The 
author’s special field of study, history of 
Eastern Christianity, has given him the 
background for this task of examining 
the foundations and relations of Com- 
munism to the Christian religion. These 
chapters were given first to a popular 
audience in Chicago. Although they 
have been greatly expanded and entirely 
rewritten in this book form, they have 
retained their original popular character. 

Why is Communism hostile to all reli- 
gion? What defense is Christianity able 
to offer? These two questions have 
motivated the present study. Since 
“Communism” is a large concept and 
there are many interpretations of it, the 
author has selected for treatment the 
Marxian-Leninist type. This study, in 
answering these two major questions, is 
divided into two general parts. The first 
three chapters discuss “Communism in 
practice.” In these three chapters Dr. 
Spinka traces the historical events in 
Russia which led to the Soviet Union. 
He shows in his second chapter the situa- 
tion in which the religious bodies of 
Russia found themselves as a result of 
the violent political upheaval of 1917. 
In the third chapter, the author com- 
pletes the pictures of the religious situa- 
tion in Russia when the Communists 
took control of that state. 

In the second part of this book Profes- 
sor Spinka considers what he calls the 
“ideological bases of Communism.” He 
asks what is Communism? Why does 
Communism reject all religion? Finally, 
he presents in his concluding chapter the 
points where Christianity must meet the 
challenges of Communism. 

Dr. Spinka has compressed a vast 
amount of historical and philosophical 
material concerning the—U.S.S.R. into 
this study without sacrificing interest or 
his own judicial attitude. This work is 
concluded with an excellent bibliography. 
This is a most timely book on a subject 
which should be clearly understood by 
every thinking Christian who wishes to 
know the facts and their importance. 
This book will clarify much fuzzy think- 
ing on this subject. W. L. L. 


The Church and its Teaching Today, 
by William Temple. The Macmillan 
Company. 49 pages. $1.00. 

The William Belden Noble lectureship 
at Harvard University has numbered 
among its spokesmen many illustrious 
names. Last December the lectureship 





had a most distinguished representative, 
the Archbishop of York. These two lec- 
tures which comprise this volume were 
presented at the Memorial Church, Har- 
vard University. 


The book is divided into two parts. 
In the first part the author considers 
the nature and the task of the Christian 
Church. He shows how Christ left the 
Christian Church as a body of men 
united in their common allegiance to 
Him rather than as an organized society 
with a constitution and rules. The 
Church, according to Dr. Temple, exists 
first and foremost as a redeemed and 
worshipping community which is the 
focus and the source of inspiration and 
the cause of the power of love toward 
fellow worshippers. 


In the second part of the book Dr. 
Temple discusses Christian theology in 
its relation to modern thought. He con- 
siders God as a personal Will, active in 
the history of the world. He believes 
that the central problem of religion to- 
day is the problem of revelation. God 
has not left nature a closed system into 
which He periodically intervenes from 
the outside, but rather in all things He 
is active, directing His action according 
to infinite wisdom. 


This short book is a worthy addition 
to those other lectures given on this lec- 
tureship. It accomplishes in a clear and 
concise manner the purpose of the 
founder of this lectureship, namely, “to 
extend the influence of Jesus as ‘the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.’ ” 

W. L. L. 


Christianity and the Social Revolution. 
Edited by John Lewis, Karl Polanyi and 
Donald K. Kitchin. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. 526 pages. $3.00. 


The publisher presents this book as a 
challenge to the traditional attitude of 
Christianity toward the question of rad- 
ical social change; and a challenge to 
the orthodox attitude of Communism to 
Religion. The book is truly this. There 
are five hundred and twenty-six closely 
packed pages of stimulating and educa- 
tive material, written by at least fifteen 
or sixteen competent scholars of the most 
various schools of thought. They are 
modern and fearless in their presenta- 
tions. They give you their opinions and 
then leave it for the reader to form his 
own judgments concerning what they 
say. To mention some of the writers is 
to whet one’s appetite for finding what 
they have to say. Men like Canon Raven, 
and John MacMurray and Joseph Need- 
ham of Great Britain, and Reinhold 
Niehbuhr of our own country. Here are 
some of the subjects treated by these 
writers: “What Communism Stands For,” 
“Christianity and Communism in the 
Light of the Russian Revolution,” “The 
Essence of Facism,” “Christian Politics 
and Communist Religion,” “Communism 
the Heir to the Christian Tradition,” 
“Christianity and Communism: Towards 
a Synthesis.” Two or three chapters 
alone are more than worth the price of 
the book. If you are not afraid of get- 
ting hold of something soul-shaking and 
mind-disturbing—well, then read this 
book. I hope to go to it again and again. 

A. S.N. 


Missions 


The Making of a Pioneer, by Mildred 
Cable and Francesca French. Frederick 
A. Stokes and Company. 288 pages. 

If you like to read letters by those who 
have done pioneer missionary work, you 
should get this book about the work of 
Percy Mather among the Mongols and 
Qazaqs of Central Asia. The authors 
state the message of this volume is two- 
fold—‘first to the man or woman who 
is thrust out to the exacting demands 
of missionary pioneering,” and secondly, 
“to those who follow up, urging them to 
strengthen the effort of the pioneers.” 


After describing Mr. Mather’s back- 
ground, boyhood, and training, the 
writers devote the main body of the 
book to excerpts from letters written by 
the missionary from his field. Here was 
a man who endured severe hardships, 
yet who possessed withal a saving sense 
of humor; one who said, “I feel I must 
be where the need is greatest and the 
work hardest,” yet who loved to delight 
Mongol villagers with his mouth-organ 
and fiddle. Percy Mather made a name 
for himself as an evangelist, a healer of 
the sick, and as a translator of the 
Mongolian. He died in 1933. This is a 
good book to put in the hands of mission 
study groups. a. CP. 


Five Foreigners in Japan, by Herbert 
H. Gowen. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
283 pages. $2.00. 

The author of this book is Professor 
of Oriental Studies in the University of 
Washington at Seattle. He presents five 
biographical sketches of foreigners who 
have played significant roles in the de- 
velopment of Japanese relations with the 
Occident, and these studies are set forth 
with the purpose of illustrating the in- 
fluence of personality on history. The 
“five foreigners” are: the Portuguese ex- 
plorer Fernando Pinto, Saint Francis 
Xavier, the English pilot Will Adams, 
Ranald MacDonald, of Oregon, and 
Townsend Harris, the first American en- 
voy to Japan. To this reviewer, the 
last two studies are the most significant 
and valuable, although the first three are 
of considerable historical importance. It 
is interesting to note that the principle 
of extra-territoriality was recognized in 
a treaty signed by Iyeyasu as early as 
1613, although this was not acted upon. 
This is an excellent, readable volume 
for anyone interested in narratives of 
exploration and in the historical back- 
ground of Japanese relations with the 
western world. J. C. P. 


Students and the Christian World Mis- 
sion. Edited by Jesse R. Wilson. Student 
Volunteer Movement. 333 pages. $2.00. 


The most successful convention ever 
held by the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment met in Indianapolis, Indiana, last 
December. This volume contains the 
report of the outstanding addresses and 
the essential facts concerning this great 
meeting. The editor of these pages is 
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<1 PRAYER... 


By Dr. O. HALLESBY 
Understandable ! 


COMMENTS 


Satisfying ! 


“I have been commending this book of Hallesby on 
PRAYER privately as I have gone here and there, and 
regard it as a book with a distinctly vital message on 
the all-important subject of prayer.” 


Rev. George W. Truett, 


Pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. 


‘ 

“It is impossible for a real Christian to read this 
book and not want to spend more time in prayer. It 
kindles a desire to have our seasons of prayer become 
real hours of rest to our souls as we come in our 
Savior’s name.” 


The Sunday School Times. 


“It’s sane, simple, spiritual and most heartening. It 
is thoroughly Scriptural. 
with a bracing note of authority such as is born only 
of experience. 
book before he wrote it. 


But above all else it speaks 


One feels that the author lived this 
I myself have read it with 


; genuine profit and heartily recommend it.” 
Rev. Clovis G. Chappell, Pastor, First Methodist Church, Birmingham, Ala. 


_“The author presents these precious meditations as being no more than ‘a few 
simple rules for the benefit of souls who are fainting in prayer.’ However, they 
touch upon problems and present vistas of possible power which concern the 
daily experience and relate to the highest aspirations of all the followers of 


Christ.” 


Charles R. Erdman, 


The Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. 


“This book is a splendid text and worship guide, either for those who have 
used, abused or neglected this high privilege and power.” 
Thelma Brown, Baptist Sunday School Board. 
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well aware that he is unable to transmit 
that great tide of spiritual inspiration 
which emanated from that convention 
but he is sure that there are many who 
did not have the opportunity to attend 
who would be interested in the content 
of the messages given. Therefore this 
volume will give to the reader the essence 
of this convention. 


The list of speakers at this meeting 
reads like a Who’s Who in the mission 
field. Archbishop Temple’s four ad- 
dresses and Kagawa’s address on “Chris- 
tianity in Japan” are alone worth the 
price of this report. There are thirty- 
one addresses included in this volume. 
In addition to these addresses summaries 
of the twenty-eight seminars are given. 
A biographical list of the speakers and 
leaders of this convention which is in- 
cluded in this report will prove a very 
useful reference for ministers and Chris- 
tian leaders who wish to know more 
about the outstanding mission leaders of 
our world. 

This book will stimulate interest in our 
Christian forces in foreign fields. It will 
give to those interested in the advance- 
ment of mission forces the best and most 
modern thought of all mission leaders 
on this subject. This report could be 
very useful in mission study groups in 
our Christian churches. W. L. L. 

The Furtherance of the Gospel, by 
William O. Carver. The Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
aa Nashville, Tenn. 146 pages. Cloth 


This volume is another one in a series 
prepared for use in Sunday School 
Workers’ Training Course. The author is 
the well-known Professor of Comparative 
Religion and Missions in the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky. A table of contents is found in the 
front of the book. At the end of each 
of the nine chapters, a number of ques- 
tions for review and reflection, in addi- 
tion to an outline of the individual chap- 
ter are to be found. A short bibliography 
is given at the close of the book. The 
reasons for missions are set forth. The 
Bible authorizes and commands that the 
missionary enterprise be undertaken. 
The Bible is a product of missions. It also 
produces missions. God’s relation to 
man, such as his comprehensive love, 
plan of salvation and dealings with hu- 
mans are outlined. Christ as the sup- 
plier of man’s spiritual needs is briefly 
sketched. The support of missions is 
urged by spiritual and financial en- 
deavor. A short historical sketch of the 
mechanism, objectives and methods of 
missionary administration, is given. The 
mission set-up, organization, agencies, 
conduct, undertakings, and duties, are 
summarized. Christ’s unchanging mes- 
sage is discussed. The extensive chang- 
ing conditions of the missionary enter- 
prise and some aspects of their adjusting 
methods and meaning for missons are 
considered. This is an excellent text book 
as it is well written and well outlined 
so the principal ideas are easily grasped 
and remembered. H. D. H. 





Preachers and Preaching 





Thunder Over Sinai, by Edwin McNeil 
Poteat, Jr. Harper & Brothers. 108 
pages. $1.00. 

This volume of ten sermons is the 
forty-fourth book in the Harpers Month- 
ly Pulpit series. The author is the pastor 
of the Pullen Memorial Baptist Church 
of Raleigh, North Carolina. Dr. Poteat 
was formerly associate professor of phil- 
osophy and ethics in the University of 
Shanghai. His thought is especially 
rich, vigorous and dynamic. It is com- 
paratively seldom that one comes into 
contact with sermons characterized by 
such a wealth of ideas. To read them 
is to give oneself an education in con- 
temporary ethical and religious thought. 
As they appear in print the discourses 
are open to some criticism in this regard. 
On account of their exceptionally high 
content value it is now and then some- 
what difficult to follow the main line of 
the discourse. Apparently these sermons 
were preached to a congregation of more 
than average intelligence. It must not, 
however, be thought that they are aca- 
demic lectures. They are real sermons. 
Dr. Poteat’s handling of his texts is 
original and illuminating and his mes- 
sages are unusually constructive. 

A typical discourse is entitled “Hon- 
esty in Rags”. It is preached from 
Goodspeed’s translation of Matt. 5:33-37. 
The basic idea of the sermon is the 
elucidation of one of the great living 
principles embodied in the Sermon on 
the Mount. It shows that the follower 
of Jesus must let his language “be yea 
or nay, not maybe or perhaps.” It is 
primarily a stressing of the fundamental 
importance of intellectual honesty. It 
is hard to see how anybody who reads 
this unique and convincing sermon can 
ever forget it. Like the other sermons 
in this book it is the kind of preaching 
which makes a man think and builds 
itself into the very fiber of re ye 


Born for Victory, by Albert Buckner 
Coe. Harper & Brothers. 108 pages. 
$1.00. 

Harpers Monthly Pulpit during the 
past three years has made a notable 
contribution to American homiletical 
literature. Each of these monthly vol- 
umes of sermons of uniform format con- 
tains ten discourses by some outstanding 
preacher. Very good judgment has been 
displayed in the selection of the minis- 
ters to be represented in this series. 
Although the books have various ecclesi- 
astical and theological backgrounds, they 
are practically all characterized by a 
high order of homiletical ability. ‘The 
forty-six volumes in existence at this 
time constitute an exceptionally fine 
library of sermonic thought. 

The forty-second volume, which comes 
from the pen of the minister of the First 
Congregational Church of Oak Park, 
Illinois, is typical of the modern Amer- 
ican preaching at its best. The dis- 
courses are lucid, suggestive, practical 
and spiritual. Among the sermon-topics 
are the following: “The Religious Wise 


Man,” “Modern Man and the Holy 
Spirit,” “Atheists, Agnostics and Be- 
lievers” and “The Church Persistent.” 


An exceptionally fine sermon bears the 
caption, “God On My Street.” It is 
hard to imagine anybody reading this 
without having his eyes opened to the 
battles which are being fought in the 
inner lives of those in his immediate 
environment. Dr. Coe frequently avails 
himself of the best in literature for 
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SHAPING THE FUTURE 





A Study 
in World 


By BASIL MATHEWS 


RE we the slaves of circumstances or are we free to 


determine “the shape of things to come”? New secular 


Perspective 


<> 


well as East. 


faiths claim youth’s allegiance. 
ancient religions, power to build a new world order? No 
distinctive frontier now exists between the pagan and the 
Christian worlds: 


How far have they, or the 


paganism must be fought in the West as 


A changing world calls for a fresh align- 


Net ment of the Christian forces, for creative planning and ad- 


venturous action. 
found the needed guidance. 


$1.00 postpaid 


In this book, dramatic in form, will be 
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illustrative purposes. These sermons 
make delightful and inspiring reading. 
They were preached to help human be- 
ings in their struggles to attain and 
preserve moral and spiritual integrity, 
and bear all of the hall-marks of coming 
from the heart and mind of a preacher 
nobly alive to the issues which are rock- 
ing the foundations of the modern world. 
L. H. C. 

Love Looks At Death, by Douglass 
Scarborough McDaniel. Boardman Press. 
103 pages. $.75. 

Love Looks At Death is presented by 
the author as a “collection of Bible 
incidents for those who sorrow.” It is 
composed of seventeen chapters the first 
two of which deal with “The Long Look,” 
and “What Is Death?” Then follow a 
series of chapters appropriate to the suc- 
cessive stages of life from babyhood to 
old age. Two chapters reveal Jesus’ atti- 
tude toward death. A chapter on “Your 
Own Death,” and another on “No More 
Death” close the book. Each chapter is 
introduced with a fitting poem. Love 
Looks At Death is a good book to put 
into the hands of those who have been 
recently bereaved. C. R. B. 

Skyward, A Book of Horizons, by 
Frederick Deland Leete. W. A. Wilde 
Company. 278 pages. $1.25. 

This book which is now in its third 
edition contains three hundred sixty-five 
daily lessons for personal and family de- 
votions, and ten additional lessons for 
special days. Books of this kind appear 
to remind us that there must be a recov- 
ery of private prayer and devotional 
practices in the home before a recovery 
of public worship carn-eeme. There is 
no need so great as the development of 
inner spiritual strength among church 
members. The daily lessons include the 
sentiments and prayers of seers, poets, 
statesmen, missionaries, saints, prophets, 
preachers and teachers of all branches of 
the Christian church. te. 

Thou Art the Christ, by A. A. Acton. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 150 pages. 
$1.35. 

This volume contains fifteen studies, 
first delivered as sermons, on the life and 
work of Christ. The author declares that 
the purpose of his book “is to present 
Jesus as the Son of God and the Savior 
of the world,” and he has succeeded well 
in doing this, beginning with “The Song 
of the Angels” and concluding with “The 
Seal of His Divinity.” Other helpful ex- 
pository studies are entitled, “A Three- 
fold Temptation,” “Jesus and His 


Friends,” “Jesus and the Individual,” 
and “The Wonderful Father.” ‘There are 
numerous quotations from the poets in 
this book. While the treatment is gen- 
erally conservative and biblical, this is 
a helpful volume for anyone attempting 
a series of expository sermons on the 
person and work of Christ. J..C. FP. 


Modern Germany 





Einfuehrung in die Neutestamentliche 
Zeitgeschichte mit Bildern, (The Form- 
ing Materials of the New Testament), by 
von Dr. Carl Schneider, Leipzig; A. 
Deichertsche Verlagsbuchhandlung. 

The book has come out since the Third 
Reich. On this side of the Atlantic it 
might be positive, circumstantial evi- 
dence that religion is not bound hand 
and foot by a totalitarian State. It is 
the kind of material that our best New 
Testament scholars have given to us for 
many years; such as in Case’s Jesus, a 
Biography. 

The author shows that thé totality of 
the culture of the Mediterranean basin 
conditioned the nature and the organiza- 
tion of the rising Church. It is a broader 
parallel to a statement recently made by 
a professor of Old Testament in a con- 
servative American Seminary, that the 
New Testament contained not a single 
doctrine (excepting that of the Trinity) 
that had not its source in the Old Testa- 
ment. The author shows the contribu- 
tory function of Roman roads and the 
“Pax Romana” toward the evolution of 
Christianity, but especially he illumi- 
nates the part played by Hellenism, an 
international influence, aiding the un- 
folding of Christian universalism. His 


‘review of the major influences, such as 


the Mystery religions, the Emperor Cult 
(including “virgin birth”), the Stoics and 
the Cynics, causes one to wonder if, even 
in Christianity, there could be anything 
new under the sun. It is an excellent 
introduction into the history of the times 
of the New Testament. J. a. G, G&. 


| 
Deutschland Vor Gott (Germany Before 


the Judgment Seat), by Friedrich Von 
Der Ropp. Edwin Runge Verlag, Berlin. 


The author is a proved, successful | 


mining engineer with vast experience 
over all Africa and much of Europe. He 
is, however, more proud of his researches 
in the realm of the Kingdom than of his 
place as a man “who has arrived.” In 
this work he writes as an Amos. The 


(Turn to page 580) 
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I suzy Selection of the 
Religious Book Club 


MISSIONS 
TOMORROW 


by Kenneth Scott Latourette 








Chosen “because it is a masterful 
interpretation of what the foreign 
missionary movement has achieved, 
and a discerning forecast of changes 
that are required to make its future 
as great as its past.’ $2.00 


CHRISTIANITY 
CONFRONTS 
COMMUNISM 


by Matthew Spinka 


“A vigorous and realistic discussion 
of the issues which divide organized 
religion from organized Communism, 
closely reasoned and forcefully writ- 


ten.” —The Christian Leader. $2.00 
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THE TASK OF RELIGION 
(July) 
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NEW azd/ Different 


@ “Devotional Hymns” vitalizes 
the music of your church and 
ool. A convenient all-purpose 
book of 288 pages. Excellent for 
evangelical effort; fits right into 
the church program afterwards. 
Contains hymns for children 
and young people and the 
treasured masterpieces of the 
ages. Silk maroon cloth, gold 
title, $40 per 100 not prepaid. Bristol 
binding, $25.00. 
NOTE: If larger book is wanted write for ‘‘The Service 
Hymnal’’—a complete service book of 480 pages. $60 per 100 
not prepaid. Both books in round and shaped notes; also 
complete orchestration. £xclusive new iacquered binding. 


Write for returnable sample. Give church and denom. 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
5709-K West Lake Street Chicago, Ill 


Read $ONGS FROM 
THE SLUMS 


by Toron1ko KaGawa. These poems 
bear frequent quotation in sermons, 
addresses, and devotions. They have 
been the most-quoted material of 
Kagawa’s on his extensive itinerary. 
“Only our Christian faith can take 
such material and make melody of 
it.”’—Jos. Fort Newton. $1. (WitH 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH BY SHERWOOD 
Eppy.) 
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ENJOYING RELIGION 


When the funeral of Bishop Naphtali 
Luccock was held, Bishop Quayle dared 
to make the confident declaration of a 
continuing life filled with the very same 
glad laughter which Bishop Luccock 
had always known here. The St. Louis 
newspapers carried reports of what a 
most unusual but touchingly impressive 
scene this was. For at that funeral the 
great congregation laughed as well as 
wept, and questioned neither as inappro- 
priate. Said Bishop Quayle: “If there 
weren’t a heaven, one would have to be 
made for Naphtali Luccock. A man such 
as he would not die forever. It will take 
him a thousand years to walk two blocks 
in heaven, for the angels will crowd 
around him holding their sides with 
laughter.” 

You see, there have been those who 
have enjoyed religion and have found 
religion a happy experience. Indeed, is 
it not fair to say that those who have 
been most religious have also most 
greatly enjoyed religion? It would at 
least be a thought-provoking fact, if 
it could be set forth as truth. Even in 
the midst of trouble, many have found 
a blessedness which reached to the very 
depth of their lives. 

G. Ray Jordan in Faith That Propels; 
Cokesbury Press. 


AN UP-TO-DATE BOOK 


For practical purposes, is not the Bible 
the most up-to-date book in the world? 
It is unbelievably simple; it tells of birds, 
fishes, horses, hogs, goats, sheep and 
oxen. It describes trees, flowers, lakes, 
rivers, mountains and plains. It relates 
stories of wars, rumors of wars, with 
generals, soldiers, victories and defeats. 
It pictures mankind, male and female, 
husband and wife, father and mother, 
son and daughter—good, bad and indif- 
ferent. It speaks of sin, suffering and 
sorrow. It inspires with the ideas of 
brotherly kindness, righteousness and the 
immortality of service and of life. It 
reminds one of God the Father and 
introduces one to Christ the Son. It is 
the only book that is always up-to-date. 

William R. Rigell in Prophetic Preach- 
ing; Broadman Press. 


SWEARING 


“But above all things, my brethren, 
swear not, neither by heaven, neither by 
the earth, neither by any other oath: 
but let your yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay, lest ye fall into condemnation.”— 
James 5:12. 

Many habitually and ignorantly use 
the word God in oaths that hurt the 
heart. For these, there is compassion, 
“for they know not what they do,” and 
we should, if there is any opportunity, 
try to show them the better way. 

But there is another class who use the 
word God continually in polite conversa- 
tion. It is the fashion, the habit of the 
moment. It is used thoughtlessly as an 


exclamation—or to emphasize a point. 
It is used by people in this light manner 
who would not dream of letting a good 
round oath escape their lips. 


Carelessly 





i 2 j 
Paul F. Boller 








Love sets my heart on fire! 
Love sets my heart on fire! 

When thus with Christ I fought, 
Peace made we after ire; 

For first from Him was brought 
Dear Love’s veracious fire! 

The love of Christ has wrought 
Such strength I cannot tire! 

He dwells in soul and thought! 
Love sets my heart on fire! 


—Francis of Assisi. 











they take the name of the Lord in vain, 
in the face of explicit directions in the 
Bible not to do so—and they bow to the 
dictates of the drawing-room. 

The time has come for clear thinking 
on this subject in order to keep our- 
selves from falling into condemnation. 


Marie L. Harrison in Bible Light On 
Everyday Problems; Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 


CHRIST PRE-EMINENT 


There is a story that a great artist 
painted a beautiful picture of the Last 
Supper. As his friends came to see it 
they remarked particularly about the 
elegance of detail wrought on the cup 
in the Master’s hand. Realizing that 
something of lesser importance quite 
outshone the Master’s face, he took up 
his brush and struck out the cup crying, 
“Christ must be the center of this pic- 
ture.” 


That is exactly the position of Paul 
regarding his message and ministry. So 
he writes to the Colossians that Christ 
must “come to hold first place.” To the 
Corinthians he puts the same truth into 
other words, “I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified.” 

Leroy Deininger in Prize Sermons; 
Edited by William H. Leach; Cokesbury 
Press. 


DO WE WANT FREEDOM? 


‘In A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens tells 
of a French doctor immured in the 
Bastille, who, feeling his reason slipping, 
obtained permission to teach himself 
shoemaking. After twenty years he was 


released but he had for so long a time 
been a prisoner that he could not endure 
his liberty. So the former servant, to 
whose care he was entrusted, kept him 
under lock and key in a dark garret that 
he might feel at home and not, in terror, 
do himself injury. There on days when 
skies were blue and the sun shone cheer- 
ily, observers, through chinks in the wall, 
could barely make out the form bending 
in the twilight over his bench, tapping 
with his shoemaker’s hammer. That is a 
picture of some of us. We can be free. 
We can be released from moral bondage 
into moral victory. Wecan. We can be 
strengthened with power through God’s 
spirit in the inward man to that triumph. 
Do we really want it? 


Harry Emerson Fosdick in The Secret 
of Victorious Living; Harper & Brothers. 


LEAVING A PLACE OF WORSHIP 


When I see a congregation of people 
about to leave a place of worship, I 
wonder always in what mood and with 
what thoughts they are going. The main 
office of worship is to take a company of 
people as they come up, many of them 
marred and scarred by the hard knocks 
of another week, and send them back 
to their tasks, cheered, heartened, re- 
plenished. They that wait upon the 
Lord in simple, genuine expectation and 
trust, renew their strength. Their aspira- 
tions and their hopes mount up with 
wings like eagles. Their renewed facul- 
ties are made ready to run in the way 
of the divine command without growing 
weary. And their feet can walk the 
quiet ways of duty and not faint. When 
we walk in fellowship with Him, we 
traverse the high road of triumphant 
advance. 


Charles R. Brown in Have we Out- 
grown Religion? ; Harper & Brothers. 


FISHERS OF MEN 


I know a man who will face almost 
any personal discomfort for a fishing 
expedition. He will endure the cold, 
stand all day in the water, whip the 
stream, eat only a sandwich or two, and 
come in with a pitiful catch, and be the 
picture of enthusiasm. But the fisher 
of men wants everything favorable, and 
the fish placed on his line by some 
accommodating friend, and even then is 
reluctant to pull himin.... 


Cried John Knox, “Give me Scotland 
or I die.” Said Henry Martyn, “I desire 
to burn out for God.” Thomas Coke 
cried, “If you won’t go or send, I'll go 
myself.” Said Carey, “If I begin a thing 
I’ll go through with it.” But where are 
the modern heralds? When do we hear 
any passionate herald of the cross cry, 
“Here am I; send me”? We need to build 
the fires of evangelism again in the 
hearts of our people. The great com- 
mission has been framed and hung on 
the wall, but it has lost its authority 
over our lives. 

John Benjamin Magee in Great Ser- 
mons on Evangelism; Edited by E. Earl 
Kernahan; Cokesbury Press. 
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THE SHALLOW DO NOT HEAR 


A little company of American tourists 
stood among the graves of the American 
dead at Belleau Woods, on the spot most 
sacred to Americans of all the soil of 
France. Before them the white marble 
crosses rose row on row, each bearing 
the name of a soldier boy who had paid 
the last full measure of devotion for his 
country and his flag. Men stood with 
heads uncovered, and one mother of the 
party wept unashamed, as they contem- 
plated the enormity of the crime that 
war committed against civilization and 
the ghastly toll it had taken of American 
homes. Just when it seemed that all 
hearts were most profoundly moved by 
the sacred association of the place, the 
silence was broken abruptly by the voice 
of a young woman speaking to a com- 
panion, saying “Gimme a cigarette, kid.” 
The deep had called, but the shallow had 
not heard! 


Roy L. Smith in Suburban Christians; | 
Harper & Brothers. 





A CHALLENGE TO LIFE | 


Albert Schweitzer tells us that when he 
was a boy, one of the things that had the 
greatest influence on him was a stone 
statue of a Negro, in the town of Colmar. 
The statue was carved by Bartholdi, the 
sculptor, who made our Statue of Liberty. 
Doctor Schweitzer thinks that this statue 
of the Negro is one of the most expres- 
sive pieces of work that the chisel of 
Bartholdi ever produced. As a boy he 
would stand before this huge stone 
statue and look at it. The face wears 
a thoughtful expression. “The counte- 
nance spoke to me of the misery of the 
Dark Continent,’ he says, “and even 
today I make a pilgrimage to it when I 
am in Colmar.” 








Something in that statue challenged 
him. Through it he caught a vision of 
the multitudes in Africa whose lives 
were bereft. He obeyed. He followed 
the gleam. Today he is feeding the mul- 
titudes. His fine hospital on the banks 
of the Ogowa in Equatorial Africa is 
one of the most remarkable achievements 
of modern times. 


Before us today there stands some- 
thing more challenging than a statue, 
something that stirs us more deeply. 
There stands a great personality. Who- 
ever is willing seriously and thought- 
fully to look at him, is never the same 
again. 


Harold Cooke Phillips in Sails and 
Anchors; The Judson Press. 


APPRECIATION HELPS 


A bitterly discouraged pastor, writhing 
under the unjust criticism of some un- 
sympathetic parishioners, was about to 
write his resignation, feeling that his 
pastorate had been a failure, when there 
came into his study a man whom he had 
rescued, with God’s help, from a de- 
graded life. With a happy smile the 
visitor brought this grateful message: 
“I’ve just come to remind you that it is 
just three years tonight since you made 
a man of me and brought me to Christ. 
I had to come and thank you again.” 
Well aware of what that man’s reforma- 
tion had meant to his family, the min- 
ister replied, “Well, Henry, if nothing 
else had:happened these three years, my 
life would have been worth while.” 
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ENJOYING YOUR STAY 
IN CLEVELAND 

With the Great Lakes Exposition now 
in full swing many of our readers will 
want to spend several days of their vaca- 
tion time in Cleveland. The exposition 
grounds are down town, along the lake, 
occupying about 250 acres. Cleveland is 
well prepared to take care of a large 
number of visitors. Its leading hotels 
offer the best accommodations available 
but there are dozens of smaller hotels 
which offer good rooms, with baths, at 
from one dollar per night upward. 


If you come from the west and wish 
tourist cabin accommodations we sug- 
gest Route 20. You will find some good 
cabins about ten miles from the center 
of the city. Route 6, along the lake, of- 
fers no cabin facilities but does give 
camping and parking space next to the 
water for those who may travel with 
trailers. Those who come from the east 
will find the nearest camping facilities at 
Euclid Beach Park about six miles from 
the center of the city. Entry from the 
South will, also, offer cabins and camp- 
ing facilities. 

Cleveland offers overnight boat serv- 
ice to both Buffalo and Detroit. You 
can leave your car at either of these 
cities and come comfortably in a large 
lake boat at small expense. The hoats 


dock within the exposition grounds. The 
following night you can return. The cost 
of this travel would be less than cost of 
automobile travel. Some people put their 
cars on the boat. The cost is nominal. 
$3.50 is charged for carrying the average 
small car. You can save a day on your 
travels by this method and get the re- 
freshing cool lake air which encourages 
sleep in the summer heat. 

One thing to remember while driving 
your automobile in Cleveland is the 
rotary left hand turn. This is the only 
large city with this one time popular 
method of making a left turn at street 
intersections. Cleveland people like it 
and, by popular expression, retain it. It 
will be confusing to the new driver but 
the traffic police are courteous and will 
not bear down unduly upon the summer 
visitors. 

The exposition is really worth your 
time and effort. A modest gate charge of 
fifty cents is made. Children twelve and 
under are admitted for ten cents. But 
there is a day and evening full of enter- 
tainment and education for this invest- 
ment. 





The two great delusions of our genera- 
tion are first that the world war would 
promote democracy and secondly that 
repeal would promote temperance. 
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Into the Woods 






By the late Alfred Raymond Johns* 


“And he went forward a little and fell 
on the ground and prayed.”—Mark 14:35. 
T THE beginning of the World 
War a couple of officers from the 
British Army were securing re- 
cruits in a small English village. As the 
young men volunteered they were asked 
the casual question, “Will you go where 
duty requires?” They were to answer, 
“Aye, aye, sir,” as they signed the sheet. 
Came one young man who was asked 
the formal question and answered— 

“Aye, aye, sir, and farther.” 

The officers put his answer down after 
his name. He was hurried away to a 
training camp and after a few weeks, 
was sent across the channel to try and 
hold the line against the advancing en- 
emy. In the early dawn of one morning 
he, “went over the top,” and went out 
farther and farther than even duty de- 
manded, where his body met a crashing 
shell and he, “went west!” 

They erected a cenotaph to his mem- 
ory in the little English village and un- 
der his name and the dates of his birth 
and death they carved his immortal 
answer, “Aye, aye, sir, and farther.” 

The account of Christ’s struggle in 
Gethsemane’s garden always has an al- 
It gives us an 
illuminating insight, not only into the 
humanity of the Master, but also, into 
the personalities of the disciples. 


To this garden they had often been 
before to spend the night. Notwithstand- 
ing the momentous events of the early 
evening in the upper room, eight of the 
disciples found comfortable places under 
the trees near the gate and soon were 
sound asleep. Peter, James and John 
went deeper into the gloom of trees and 
were asked to watch with the Master as 
he went to his lonely struggle. Their 
spirits were willing, but the flesh was 
weak. With eyes heavy with sleep they 
remained half awake for a time, then 
dozed off into slumber, as the Master 
prayed. Awakened, they partially tried 
to keep awake, but failed and slept again 
and again, until the Master’s three hours’ 
vigil was over. 

Most people are quite content to 
merely get by with any task to which 
they may have been assigned. Some 
employees drop the hammer or the 
shovel at the first sound of the whistle. 
The eight disciples were such. Some few 
will complete their immediate task be- 
fore they stop. The three disciples went 





*This sermon was preached by Mr. Johns in 
the Central Methodist Episcopal Church, Mus- 
kegon, Michigan. 





into the garden a little farther than the 


eight. A very select few will go farther, 
as did the Master. It is only to those 
who go to the limit that there comes the 
holiest, the richest, the most vital expe- 
riences. 

That night meant nothing much to the 
eight except a short sleep. It meant a 
little more to the three who waked and 
dozed. It was a most remarkable and 
transcendent experience to the Master, 
who went a little farther. 

What did the Saviour find there under 
the trees? 

Prayer 

In the first place, I think he found 
the real, the very deepest and highest 
meaning of prayer. It is recorded of 
Jesus that he worked, ate, slept, wept, 
walked, rode and about twenty-five 
times, that he prayed. No doubt he was 
taught to pray, by his mother when as a 
child, he knelt by his trundle bed. He 
prayed when he toiled as a carpenter 
and when he went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath days. He prayed when 
he fed the 5,000; before the tomb of 
Lazarus, and when he went out alone; 
but by far his most important and far- 
reaching prayer was this short one he 
expressed in the garden that night. 
Prayers are as different as people and 
conditions. Many prayers are merely pe- 
titions. Some one has defined prayer as 
telling God what you want. That is the 
very lowest form of prayer. It is our 
privilege to tell God what we want. In 
the Lord’s Prayer there are several peti- 
tions, as for daily bread, pardon, for 
leading, deliverance, etc. We are taught 
to ask and we shall receive. But that is 
not all there is to prayer. Some people 
seldom pray except when they are in 
some dire need. When sickness or death 
threatens themselves or their friends; in 
time of storm, or danger. When the Ti- 
tanic was sinking hundreds were pray- 
ing and mostly asking for deliverance. 
But there is a higher form of prayer 
that is largely praise and thanksgiving. 
The Psalms are full of this spirit of re- 
joicing in the Lord, which is real prayer. 
Before the grave of Lazarus, in his short 
prayer, Jesus gave thanks. At the Last 
Supper as he took the cup, he gave 
thanks! The spirit of praise should per- 
meate all real prayer. But there is still 
another kind of praying that seeks to 
change the will of God, or the evident 
plans of God, to meet our own wishes. 
We see something that threatens us and 
we shrink from it. In our desperation 
we pray that it may not come to pass. 

The religious press, some months ago, 
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had a discussion from many clergymen, 
concerning the matter of whether we 
should pray for rain. A few seemed to 
think it was a proper thing to do. Many 
seemed to question both the wisdom and 
the moral right of praying for rain. It is 
true, Elijah prayed for rain and it came. 
But rain is under the control of natural 
law and natural law is the domain of the 
Eternal. Why should we wish to change 
the plans of the universe to suit our in- 
dividual needs? When Abraham was told 
that Sodom was about to be destroyed he 
demurred because Lot, his nephew, was 
in that city. He prayed to change the 
evident plans of the Almighty and he 
was heard. The city was destroyed but 
Lot was saved; to his disgrace to the 
Israelite’s great cost. Lot’s daughters, 
corrupted by the evil influences of the 
vile city, led their father into sin until, 
through them, he became the father of 
the Moabites and the Ammonites, two 
tribes that caused endless trouble to the 
descendants of Abraham. A thousand 


times better if Lot had died with the 


Sodomites as a captain sinks with his 
ship. Then he would have stood out as 
a righteous martyr. A mother in Kansas 
had a lad of four who was sick unto 
death. In an agony of prayer she all 
but demanded of God that he spare the 
child. He was spared: but at twenty- 
two was hung for murder committed in 
a drunken brawl. To pray to change the 
will of God is never wise. 

In one of his matchless sermons, F. 
W. Robertson said, “All prayer is to 
change the will human into submission 
to the will Divine.” 

That is the highest and noblest type 
of prayer. That was what Jesus found 
out there—a little farther. That was the 
prayer Christ made in Gethsemane. He 
wished the cup to pass without his hav- 
ing to drink; but he wished, above all 
things else, his Father’s will be done. 

If we fall asleep by the gate with the 
eight, we will not enter into the richest 
experiences of grace; nor if we wake and 
doze with the three. If we wish the 
deepest and richest experiences of the 
prayer life; we must go a little farther 
and kneel with the Master. 

Service 

There was a second thing the Master 
found out there a little farther. He 
made the discovery that to serve he must 
suffer. Of course, he had made a par- 
tial discovery of this before. When the 
afflicted woman touched the hem of his 
garment he perceived that virtue had 
gone out of him; but this time he saw 
that to save the world he must suffer 
the cross. From the very beginning of 
his life Jesus knew he had a task. At 
twelve he felt the call to be about his 
Father’s business. Again and again he 
announced that he had come to minis- 
ter, not to be ministered unto. All his 
life he was serving. He fed, healed, 


cleansed, cured, gave himself. It had 
been costly service. Heretofore the cross 
had been only a dim shadow; now it was 
a reality. There was the physical tor- 
ture from which his body shrank. There 
was the shame, disgrace and curse of 
hanging upon a tree. But he saw that 
if he would save others himself he could 
not save; so he endured the cross de- 
spising the shame. 

All service is costly and it is almost 
a universal law that the measure of 
value of the service is in proportion to 
its costliness. But withholding is also 
costly; for selfishness is sin. Bishop 
Hughes tells the story of two lakes up 
in the hill country. Both were sur- 
rounded by lovely forests, and their 
shores decorated with ferns and flowers. 
One lake said, “I will run out and see 
the world.” So it sent a little rivulet out 
between the hills, that laughed as it 
leaped along. It carried refreshment to 
shrubs and grass; fishes played in its 
whirling rapids and thirsty children 
drank of its life-giving waters. It joined 
a larger river, miles away and went 
rushing on to the sea. Then the sum- 
mer sun played on it and suddenly it felt 
itself turned into mist and being lifted 
slowly from the sea up into a big cloud 
that floated lazily along in the heavens. 
One day the cloud met another cloud 
and with a crash the waters came tum- 
bling down in big drops, down, down, 
down, down, until with a splash, they 
struck other waters in a placid lake. And 
lo! the little lake discovered that the 
water it had sent out on its journey of 
helpfulness had returned again home. 
And the lake said, “That was such fun, 
that out I go again.” But the other lake 
said to itself; “It is very beautiful here; 
here I will stay and enjoy myself alone.” 
And the sun beat down and the waters 
dried out; frogs multiplied, snakes and 
crawling insects found their home there. 
Weeds and reeds grew recklessly as the 
lake’s surface became covered with a 
foul-smelling scum and its beauty was 
turned into vileness. The story is a par- 
able of life. The selfish life dies of its 
own selfishness. The generous life grows 
more beautiful with its generosity. The 
real beauty of the life of the Master is 
that he gave himself. Out there, a little 
farther, he found the cross and learned 
that to really serve he must suffer. Have 
we learned this great truth? 

Sidney Lanier has sung a song of the 
Master, in the woods: 


“Into the woods my Master went, 

Clean forspent, forspent; 

Into the woods my Master came, 

Forspent with love and shame. 

But the olives they were not blind to 
him, 

The little grey leaves were kind to him, 

The thorn-tree had a mind to him, 

When into the woods he came. 


(Turn to page 581) 
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Additional Book Reviews 
(From page 575) 


peace of the world would be markedly 
advanced if projects like the present one, 
rather than anti-Germanism, or anti- 
anything were to get recognition in the 
journals that represent our communions. 
The next, and even better thing, would 
be to parallel the searching inquiry of 
the author into the standing of his peo- 
ple before God’s judgment. 

Von Der Ropp recognizes the disin- 
tegrating forces of “modern” technique 
and organization. He sees them, cor- 
rectly, as being of international scope. 
But he does not vent his spleen upon 
the nations that ring Germany about as 
enemies. He knows perfectly well the 
possible descent of a new Dark Age. But 
the only way out for all nations, he 
rightly holds, is by an honest, ethical ac- 
ceptation and practice of the way of 
Christ. Writing for his own people, he 
leaves other nations to their own con- 
sciences, and endeavors to convince 
them of their high mission. In this 
calling by God of Germany, he points 
to her geographical and historic im- 
portance: at the heart of Europe, and a 
gfeat people. He would agree: “Am 
deutschen Wesen wird dereinst die Welt 
genesen,” (The German way will heal 
the world) if the “German way” be the 
way of the Cross. J. ¥. ©. @. 


V arious Topics 





Leisure and Recreation, by Martin H. 
and Esther S. Neumeyer. A. S. Barnes 
and Company. 397 pages, 8 vo. $3.00. 

The authors approach the problem of 
leisure and recreation from the philoso- 
phical and sociological angles; Mr. Neu- 
meyer being Associate Professor of So- 
ciology, University of Southern Califor- 
nia. It is a really complete and compre- 
hensive study of the subject. For a 
background the historical development 
of leisure is studied, and also the condi- 
tioning factors of leisure such as geog- 
raphy, population, inventions, economic 
conditions, politics and education. 

The chapters, “Leisure and Personal- 
ity,” and “Preparing for Leisure,” are es- 
pecially good. The former opens by 
quoting Darwin’s statement that if he 
had his life to live over he would read 
some poetry and listen to some music at 
least once a week, while the latter is well 
summed up in the quotation, “The real 
mission of the recreation department of 
schools is not mere recreation but crea- 
tion—the creation of skills and leisure 
time interests and hobbies conducive to 
avocations.” 

As we go on through the chapters we 
find the theories of play discussed at 
some length, and a very interesting 
treatment of recreation and social mal- 
adjustment. The chapter dealing with 
commercial amusements is devoted 
mostly to the movies, dancing and the 
radio. All of these are dealt with in an 
illuminating fashion. The development 
of the recreation movement in the United 
States is the theme of one chapter, while 
the next surveys briefly, but adequately, 
the recreation movements of other lands. 
The existing public, semi-public, and 


private agencies of recreation in our 
country are considered and evaluated. 
The next to the last chapter, “Recrea- 
tional Leadership,” is a very valuable 
one. Standards and qualifications for 
leaders are discussed in a most helpful 
way. 

The reviewer feels that this book 
makes an original contribution to its 
field. It is well arranged and adequately 
indexed. Each chapter is followed by a 
list of relevant references and a group 
of suggestive questions. While scientific 
and scholarly, it is written in an at- 
tractive style. The study of this work 
will prove profitable to all who deal with 
the administration of recreation plans 
and programs. C. W. B. 


The American Way. A Study of Hu- 
man Relations Among Protestants, Cath- 
olics and Jews; Edited by Newton Diehl 
Baker, Carlton J. H. Hayes, Roger Wil- 
liams Straus. Willett, Clark & Com- 
pany. 165 pages. $1.25. 

This book deals with the question of 
how Protestants, Catholics and Jews may 
live together as good neighbors—co-op- 
erating in terms of understanding, jus- 
tice and goodwill. It brings us the at- 
tempts of representatives of these three 
great groups to solve the problem of liv- 
ing together harmoniously and co-opera- 
tively during the meetings of the Wil- 
liamstown Institute of Human Relations 
of 1935, held under the auspices of the 
National Conference of Jews and Chris- 
tians at Williams College. ‘The prob- 
lem is approached and the facts faced 
from every angle: national, political, eco- 
nomic, religious, historical, biological, 
psychological and sociological. Two con- 
victions stand out: first, that the trend 
at present is such that we cannot allow 
matters to drift; second, there is no 
short-cut panacea. The slow, careful 
processes of education must be employed. 
The book contains material of signifi- 
cance and importance. P. F. B. 


Speech Making, by F. J. Griffiths. Ox- 
ford Press. 96 pages. $1.50. 

This small volume is the finest brief 
yet concise treatment of the whole range 
of public speaking and expression which 
has recently come to my notice. The 
Principal of the Central School for Sing- 
ing, Voice Production and Speech Train- 
ing in Liverpool here presents the best 
from his experience including many 
valuable lists of words, graphs and de- 
signs which should help the not-to-per- 
manently-fixed clergyman or lay leader 
in the church who desires to express 
himself more effectively. 

Time and again we give so much time 
to the preparation of the content of our 
public utterances that we entirely 
neglect the expressed form in which 
they appear. Dr. Griffiiths clearly shows 
how much of our effectiveness depends 
upon the form of the expression. He is 
especially helpful in his suggestions 
about the reading of Scripture in public 
and the time which should be spent in 
the preparation of this function. 

The book is of British origin and 
printed there. Consequently a number of 
the vowel pronunciations suggested here 
will need revision for use in most of the 
sections of our country. The volume 
deserves our highest commendation. 

R. W. A. 
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Into the Woods 
(Continued from page 579) 


Out of the woods my Master went, 

And he was well content; 

Out of the woods my Master came, 

Content with death and shame. 

When death and shame would woo him 
last, 

From under the trees they drew him last, 

*Twas on a tree they slew him last. 

When out of the woods he came.” 


Strengthened 

But there was a third result from the 
Master’s trip, out a little farther. He 
found a messenger from God who 
brought him strength and courage for 
his cross. Luke tells us, “There ap- 
peared an angel from heaven, strength- 
ening him.” 

The eight who slept by the gate did 
not see the angel; the three who dozed 
under the tree did not hear the message. 
Revelations from God do not come to 
such. If we would hear divine messages, 
we must go out a little farther. 

Who are the folk who see visions and 
hear voices? Those who go out—a little 
farther. Abraham became the friend of 
God because he went out not knowing 
whither he went. Moses saw a bush that 
burned and was not consumed because 
he went out a little farther. Paul saw 
the man from Macedonia and heard his 
cry because he went out farther than 
any other messenger of Christ had ever 
gone and he, too, suffered as he served. 
There is spiritual strength for every one 
who needs it, but to find it, we must goa 
little farther. 

Some years ago I was spending the 
night in a hotel in Windermere, Eng- 
land. It had been a damp, cold day 
and a score of American tourists were 
trying to keep warm, in the reception 
room around a small smoky, coal fire in 
the grate. It was not long after the 
World War and a couple of men visited 
the hotel that evening to entertain the 
tourists and to solicit from them aid for 
some war relief work. One man had been 
in the camps. He told one story that I 
shall never forget, of a London lawyer. 
The man had been partially shell shocked 
and was sleepless for nights in succes- 
sion. The physician ha@prescribed mor- 
phine in small quantities, and while it 
had induced sleep, the man had become 
an addict and, in spite of all efforts, 
could not break himself of the drug. In 
his despair he determined to go to Lon- 
don bridge and as old “Big Ben” struck 
the hour of twelve, to throw himself into 
the river. This barrister chanced to 
know that, cast in the big bell, around 
its outer edge, was this little rhyme, 
“Through all this hour, Lord, be my 

guide, 

And by thy power, No foot shall slide.” 

He waited by the railing of the bridge 
for the midnight hour to strike, but as 
the first strokes of the bell rang out he 
seemed to hear a voice from the bell 


that called out to him the rhyme on its 
rim: 

“Through all—this hour—Lord be—my 
guide—for by—thy power—no foot—shall 
slide—no foot—shall slide—no foot— 
shall slide.” 

Stricken with a great fear, as if he had 
heard the very voice of God speaking to 
him, the barrister turned to face the bell 
in the tower hard by. With a voice 
choking with emotion he cried—‘Oh, 
God, were you speaking to me? Are you 
going to help me?” And there seemed 
to come to him, as an echo from the 
clang of the bell, the message again— 


“And by—my power—no foot—shall 
slide.” 


He went back to his home to begin an- 
other fight to win. This time he won. 


Every time there came to him the pas- 
sion for the drug there also came the 
message from the bell. Often he would 
awaken at night with the old desire upon 
him. Sometimes he would dress and go 
down to the bridge to wait for the clang 
of the bell and somehow, it became to 
him, a message from heaven that did 
strengthen him. 

The eight who slept by the gate merely 
had a night’s sleep. The three who woke 
and dozed merely rested. 


The Master, who went a little farther, 
learned the secret of real prayer; learned 
that the cross was the path to service 
and felt the personal touch of the heav- 
enly messenger from his Father that 
strengthened him. 

Shall we go a little farther? 





70 CENTS PER MILE 
MOVES THE PREACHER 


The people of the Memorial Christian 
Church, Rock Island, Illinois, discovered 
an interesting and effective way to pay 
the moving expenses of their new pas- 
tor H. R. Ford. It is 340 miles from 
Marion, Indiana to Rock Island, Illinois. 
It cost $238.00 to make the move. That 
means 70¢@ per mile. So the members 
were asked to pay the expenses of the 
miles. 
much distance as he wished. Seven dol- 
lars paid for ten miles, etc. That is a 
good way to show the minister that you 
are glad that he is on the job. 


PLAY WRITING CONTEST AWARDS 
The following prizes have been an- 
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One could pay for as little or | 





nounced in the 1935-36 contest for the | 
best one act religious drama. The first | 
prize of $50.00 donated by Samuel French, | 


publisher, will go to Miss A. Beatrice 


Knowles of New York for her Christmas 


play, “The Saint.” The second prize of 
$25.00 donated by Religious Drama 


Council goes to the Rev. Eliot Field, 
D. D. of Delaware, for his play, “What 
The third prize, a | 


Shall It Profit.” 


To Get Them Back in September— 


Our Post-Vacation and 
Rally Day Invitations 


Impressive Designs 
Well Considered Messages 


No. 209—Post-Vacation Invitation. 
For Sunday School or Church. 

















Unusually beautiful. Message 
brief. Another inviting message of 
winning quality on reverse side. 

Price $1.25 per hundred. 


IT PAYS TO SPEND MONEY THIS WAY 
Samples Ready Now — Prepare Early 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM 


COMPANY 
296 Broadway, Box 2, New York 


WE will pay YOU... 


— $60 to $7§ per month if 
disabled. 

— $3000 for loss of two 
limbs or eyes. 

— $3000 retirement fund. 

—- $3100 or more to your 
family at your death 
from sickness. 

— $6000 if death is ac- 


cidental. 


— ALL provided under our 
NEW, EASY-PAY plan, 
which was especially de- 
vised to help you have what 
you want. 











Drop a card to 


THE MINISTERS LIFE AND 
CASUALTY UNION 


Organized 1900 
100B West Franklin 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 











WHITFIELD HOTEL 


Surf, Beach & Bath Aves., Ocean Grove, N. J. 
One block from ocean. 3 from Auditorium 
Modern—Fireproof 
Special rates for 2 days $6.00 and for 
3 days $9.50. Weekly rates from $18.00. 
Private baths from $25.00. Weekly double. 
—Meals included— 
CHARLES HERMAN, Owner & Mer. 
Phone Asbury Park 1991 











bronze medal donated by Samuel French 
goes to Mrs. Marion Wefer of Jackson 
Heights for her play, “Bread and Roses.” 
Both the second and third prize winning 
plays show the application of Christian 
value to certain social issues. 
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New Interest in the Church 


ANNIVERSARIES 


An ideal way to modemize 
your chancel. Add a piece 
each year...under the 
“Kundiz Plan,” step by step, 
and never in debt. Write 
for a beautiful brochure 
of complete furnishings. 


Folding Chairs 
Sunday School Equipment 












THE THEODOR KUNDTZ COMPANY 


ANI v 











PRACTICAL HELP for teachers 
of the International Uniform Lessons 


The SUNDAY -SCHOOL WORLD 


The use of this monthly teachers’ 
magazine will bring new meaning and 
fresh interest to your weekly lessons. 
j Such well-known writers as Dr. Wil- 
liam Evans, Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall, 
and Harry Edwards Bartow (author 
of the Superintendent’s Guide) assure 
you of a wealth of helpful material. 


Send for free specimen copy 
American Sunday - School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


























ART WINDOWS 


AT SMALL COST 


@ Enjoy the luxury of 
Beautiful Art Glass Win- 
dows by the use of .... 
““WINDOWPHANIE”’ 
Stained Glass Effects. 


Rich in appearance. 
Low in price. Lasts a 
lifetime. Ask for free samples and catalog. 


C. M. Malz — 65 Fifth Ave., New York 











TO PERPETUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is 
some man or woman who 
would welcome the suggestion of Golden- 
Voiced Deagan Tower Chimes as a 
stately and living memorial to a departed 
loved one. May wetell you the full story? 


J.C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
190 Deagan Building CHICAGO 


DEAGAN 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


saGHURCH FURNITURE 


DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion 
Tables, Altar Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal 
Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. We allow 
for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details on request. 














REDINGTON CO. Dept.B SCRANTON, PA 
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A Funeral Service 
Arranged by Milton B. Crist* 


HILE the organ played softly, 
WS ‘res Lover of My Soul,” and 

the body was being brought 
down the aisle, the following was read: 
“And I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: 

Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labours; and their works 
do follow them. (Rev. 14:13) 

And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. 

And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; And there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away. 

And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new. (Rev. 21: 
3-5) .” 

Softly the organ continued its message 
playing “Lead Kindly Light” through 
once, then the following poem was read: 


THEY SOFTLY WALK 


They are not gone who pass 
Beyond the clasp of hand, 
Out from strong embrace. 
They are but come so close 
We need not grope with hands, 
Nor look to see, nor try 

To catch the sound of feet. 
They have put off their shoes 
Softly to walk by day 

Within our thoughts, to tread 
At night our dream-led paths 
Of sleep. 

They are not lost who find 
The sunset gate, the goal 

Of all their faithful years. 
Not lost are they who reach 
The summit of their climb, 
The peak above the clouds 
And storms. They are not lost 
Who find the light of sun 
And stars and God. 


A PRAYER:— 

“O Lord, our God, help us as we 
seek to raise our thoughts from this 
changeful life to the calm eternity in 
which thou dwellest, and to those 
things which know no change, save 
from glory to glory. Our weakness ap- 
peals to thy pity. Hold not thy peace 
at our tears. Lead us to the rock that 
is higher than we. Lift us out of dis- 
appointed purposes and broken hopes 
into the peace of thy holy and blessed 
will. Our spirits turn to thee in hum- 
ble trust. Amid the decay of visible 
things draw nigh unto our fainting 
souls, O thou invisible Comforter. As 
the changes of life leave us poorer and 
sadder, may we know more of the con- 
stancy of thy love, and the unfailing 
riches of thy sympathy.” 

Reveal thy love, in Christ. Amen. 

—John Hunter. 


A PSALM OF COMFORT:— 


The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures; he leadeth me beside 





*Minister, Methodist Episcopal Church, Leon- 
ardtown, Maryland. 





the still waters; he restoreth my soul. 
He leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me. Thou 
preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies; thou an- 
ointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life; and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever. 

Soft music furnishes the background 

for the following Poem:— 


THE ABIDING LOVE 


It singeth low in every heart; 
We hear it each and all— 

A song of those who answer not, 
However we may call. 

They throng the silence of the breast, 
We see them as of yore— 

The kind, the true, the brave, the 

sweet, 

Who walk with us no more. 


’Tis hard to take the burden up, 
When these have laid it down; 

They brighten all the joys of life, 
They soften every frown. 

But oh, ’tis good to think of them 
When we are troubled sore; 

Thanks be to God that such have been, 
Altho they are no more. 


More homelike seems the vast un- 
known, 

Since they have entered there; 

To follow them were not so hard, 
Wherever they may fare. 

They cannot be where God is not, 
On any sea or shore; 

Whate’er betides, Thy love abides, 
Our God forevermore. 


—John White Chadwick. 


THE PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE NEW TESTAMENT SELECTION: 
John 14:1-6a, 15-20, 25-27 or Romans 

8:14-18, 28, 31, 35, 37-39. 


MUSICAL NUMBER (If asked for by 
the family) 


A CLOSING THOUGHT: 


THE ETERNAL GOODNESS 


I long for household voices gone, 
For vanished smiles I long, 

But God hath led my dear ones on, 
And He can do no wrong. 


Yet, in the maddening maze of things, 
And tossed by storm and flood, 

To one fixed trust my spirit clings— 
I know that God is good 


I know not what the future hath 
Of marvel or surprise, 

Assured alone that life and death 
His mercy underlies. 


And so beside the Silent Sea 
I wait the muffled oar; 

No harm from Him can come to me 
On ocean or on shore. 


(Turn to page 584) 
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Classified For Sale and Exchange 





The Market Place for Men, Ideas, Church Supplies and Service 





Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department: 
Five cents per word; minimum charge, 75 cents 


Address Classified Department 


Forms close 5th of month preceding 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Auditorium Bldg., Cleveland, O. 

















Anti-War Picture. “For What?” This 
is a reproduction of the picture by El- 
bert M. Jackson which appeared on the 
back cover of the July Church Manage- 
ment. 11x14 inches. Mailed rolled for 
framing. Use one in your school rooms. 
10c which pays the cost of packing and 
mailing. Church World Press, Inc., Audi- 
torium Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 





Unique Mimeographed Helps. “How 
to Get a Church,” three-thousand-word 
mimeographed brief on the art of candi- 
dating; 25c. “Poetry Clip Sheet,” a selec- 
tion of the best poetry about the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, 25c. Lake Erie 
Press, 2130 Belle Avenue, Lakewood, 
Ohio. 





Safeguarding Marriages. A _ publica- 
tion of the Federal Council of Churches 
giving the technique of pre-marriage 
counselling. 20c per copy. Church 
World Press, Inc., Auditorium Bldg., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 





Church Printing Samples. Send stamps 
for postage and we shall be glad to send 
you samples of bulletins, cards, programs, 
etc., used by churches and ministers, 
which have come to us. Church Man- 
— Auditorium Building, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 





Be Assured. A booklet of consolation 
for those who mourn. Twenty pages of 
scripture readings, poetry and Christian 
philosophy. With mailing envelope, 20c 
per copy; six for $1.00. Lake Erie Press, 
2130 Belle Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio. 





The Churches Can’t Go Red. Reprint 
of article in the February issue of 
Church Management in booklet form. 
5c each. 25 copies $1.00~100 copies $3.75. 
Church Management, Auditorium Bldg., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Stereopticon Slides: Sermons — Lec- 
tures—Stories! Seeking the Lost; Prod- 
igal Son; What Think Ye of Christ? 
Yellowstone Park; David Livingstone; 
Abraham Lincoln; Ben Hur; Other Wise 
Man; In His Steps; Sign of the Cross; 
Her Mother’s Bible; One of His Jewels; 
Pilgrim’s Progress; Passion Play; Boy 
Scouts; Esther; The Man Without a 
Country. Any song you desire. Slides 
made to order. Christmas and Easter 
specials. Postal card brings complete 
list. Standard Slide Bureau, Oberlin, 
Ohio. 





“The World’s Greatest Passion Play,” 
depicting the entire Story of the life of 
CHRIST. This Crowning achievement 
is more elaborate than the OBERAM- 
MERGAU Stage Play, complete story in 
5 reels. (NEW) 16 MM. Safety Film. 
Religious! Soul-Stirring! Heart-Reach- 
ing! Rent or Purchase. Write—Hemen- 
way Film Co., 37 Church St., Boston, 
Mass. 





Anniversary Programs Wanted. We are 
having many requests to help churches 
plan centennial and anniversary pro- 
grams. If your church has held such a 
celebration will you send us samples of 
the printed matter used? This, in turn, 
will be forwarded to churches which re- 
quest such information. Church Man- 
agement, Auditorium Building, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 





Will Rogers. Biography by P. J. 
O’Brien. Splendid illustrated volume 
giving intimate pictures of the great 
American philosopher. Postpaid, 179c. 
Church World Press, Inc., Auditorium 
Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio. 





Nature Sermons by Charles E. Jeffer- 
son. A paper bound edition made es- 
pecially for Church Management. While 
they last 60c per copy. Church World 
Press, Inc., Auditorium Bldg., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 











HAMMERMILL 20 Lb. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 





Printed to Your Order, Neatly Boxed, Prompt and Postpaid 
Sree 100 250 500 1000 








anteed. Send fer Samples. BE SATISFIED. 








Letterheads, 20 fb. Bond White er Celors, any size_.._______ $1.00 | $1.75 | $2.50 | $4.00 
Envelopes to match, 35x61, 1.00 1.75 2.50 4.00 
Both Letterheads and Envelopes ..________ = 1.50 2.50 4.00 7.00 
Letterheads 84x11 with Envelopes 44x94 2.00 3.00 5.00 9.00 
Letterheads 744x104, with Envelopes 3%x74% ~ --____.--___ 2.00 3.00 5.00 9.00 


We have pleased thousands of churches and pastors. Mimeograph Bulletins, Programs, 
Cards, Tickets, Announcements, and all forms used by Church and Pastor. Satisfaction Guar- 


stationery J.R.S. Sater Dept. M., 800 Stewart Ave., COLUMBUS, O. 

































STANDARD ANTHEMS 


by outstanding composers of church 
music, published with excellent bind- 
ing in volume form only. 


AT ONLY A FRACTION of the 
cost of the same anthems published in 
separate form, these carefully selected 
works should be in the library of every 
choir. Announcement on request, stat- 
ing prices and contents of all volumes. 
The Choir Library ¥°*t Lafayette, 


Indiana 


(Kindly Mention Church Management) 














CLARKS _“UNITVPE 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 

also ART BRONZE TABLETS 


MEMORIAL ond GIFT PLATES 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES jf 


WL CLARK CO, Inc Manulecterers 
60 LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK rent products 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOG ON REQUEST 














CHURCH BULLETINS 


Beginning in September our weekly church bul- 
letins will be printed on an extra heavy-weight 
mimeograph paper and the price will be reduced 
to 40¢ per 1U0 copies, transportation charges pre- 
paid, to churches placing standing orders. 


We invite you to request samples of our Septem- 
ber bulletins. Hundreds of churches have com- 
mented most favorably on our bulletin service. 


The Woolverton Printing Co. 
Cedar Falls, lowa 


May we quote you on your next printing order? 
Perhaps we can save you money! 














Membership, Interest—PHNT YOUR OWN BULLETINS, 


Pastoral Letters, Lessons, 

Post Cards. ‘OUR OWN’ Portable EXCELLOGRAPH Reprints 

Anything Typewritten, Penned, Drawn or Traced. One or 

more colors. Thousands of copies. 40 per minute. Cost 

Complete $37.50. Terms. Request Free Booklet. 
PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO. 

Department 4,7 339 Sth, Pittsburgh, Pa. 








Pulpit GOWNS 


Draperies, Hangings, etc. Fine 


materials, beautiful work, pleas- 
ingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog and samples 
free. DeMoulin Bres. & Coe., 
1161 8. 4th St., Greenville, Hl. 














CHARLES SVOBODA 
CHURCH FURNITURE 


5232 Oakland St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








hurch Furniture 


omplete sets or individual pieces 
built to order. Communion Tables, 
Pulpits, Reading Desks, Baptismal 
Fonts, Pews, Pew Cushions, Altar 
Crosses, Collection Plates. 

Write fer catalog 


@KELTNER MFG. CO., 81 MainSt., Ashley, 0. @ 
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Central University 


([ ORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 

established 1896, has enabled 
hundreds of ministers to continue 
their university work “in absentia.” | 
Competent faculty. Individual in- 
struction. Reasonable fees. Write 
for further information and catalog. 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY | 


Irvington, Indianapolis, Indiana 























Send fer {omy and unas 
OFFER at low prices. Tray an 

86 glasses $6 50up. Glasses $1.00 dozen. Outfits in Alumi- 
num, Chromium Plate, Silver Plate, Polished Wood, ete 
Collection and Bread Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 








SPECIAL SLIDE SERVICE 








Metal Mat Glass Stereopticon Slides made | 
to your individual order from your own | 


copy or from our exhaustive lists. 
and white, 40c each. 
each, Write for details. 


Black | 
Hand colored 60c | 


NATIONAL PICTURES SERVICE, Inc. | 


228 E. Fifth Street “- - 


MOST HELPFUL BIBLE! 


Here, at last, is a really complete Bible for both 
layman and scholar. The New Chain Reference 
Bible, in the Third Improved Edition contains 
55 features, 7 complete departments. Edited by 
Frank C. Thompson, D. D., Ph. D. 
Bible plus a Biblical library in one volume. 
dorsed by leaders everywhere. 
descriptive booklet. Agents wanted. 
B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE COMPANY 

Mept. C2-16 Indianapolis, Indiana 


HENRY KECK 


Cincinnati, O. | 


Truly a | 
En- 
Write for FREE | 


Stained Glass Studing | 


1010 W. Genesee St. 
—, 
We make all types of stained glass windows 
for churches. Original designs. 
Send for quotations. 


Syracuse, N. Y. | 























* THEY SAY . 

















VIGOROUS DISAPPROVAL 


Editor, Church Management: 


I missed your article in Church Man- 
agement, April number, in reference to 
tithing until it was brought to my at- 
tention later, and although now some- 
what delayed, I feel impelled to write 


| this comment about it. 


You say, “I do believe that our church 
financial problem will never be settled 
until we have an adequate conception of 
Christian Stewardship. With tithing as 
a phase of Christian Stewardship I have 
no quarrel.” And then you proceed at 
once to try to break down the belief in 
the principle of the tithe as presented 
in the Bible, as it relates to the supply- 
ing the needs of the Church, as regards 
the results of the Belmont Plan, and 
then in regard to the burden which you 
say falls upon a few people from the 
practice of the tithe. 


One is amazed, dumfounded, grieved 
at the emanations from the pen of our 
good editor who stands in the place of 
a Christian leader. The reader is left 
wondering just what he is trying to ac- 
complish, just what his idea of “Ade- 
quate Conception” of Christian Steward- 
ship is and what better plan than that 
presented in the Good Book and prac- 
ticed by consecrated people everywhere, 
he has to offer. 


In view of the great need for the 
spread of a knowledge of the Gospel of 
Christ and the many open doors 
throughout the world to be entered for 
that purpose; in view of the many 
phases of humanitarian work that grow 
out of and are inseparable from the pro- 
motion of the Gospel (It is needless to 


| enumerate or catalogue them at this 


e MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION e | 


By LLOYD C. DOUGLAS 


The book that made Lloyd Douglas 
- - $2.50 


At any bookseller . . 


WILLETT, CLARK & CO. 


@cCHICAGO 











H. S. BROWN, Inc. 


6 North Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Complete selection of Motion Pic- 
tures in 16mm and 35mm for Reli- 
gious Education and Entertainment. 


Please send for free literature 
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writing) and the great need of financial 
equipment to that end, it seems strange 
that a Christian leader would devote so 
much time and effort and space in his 
paper to interfere with the raising of 
funds for that purpose. 


But apart from the material side of 
the matter is the great principle of a 
happy, successful, abundant, victorious 
life, the principle of self-giving. It seems 
the Editor has lost sight of this element 
in the problem entirely. In view of the 
blind and selfish spending for self in- 
Gulgence now going on in almost every 
walk of life in the search for happiness 
and contentment, it is amazing that a 
Christian leader would be so ignorant of 
this great principle that he would go 
so far in his attempt to break down and 


| destroy faith in that one thing apart 


from which there can be no contentment 
nor happy, abundant, victorious living. 

These emanations do not tend to in- 
crease our respect for the editor, nor our 
trust in his judgment, but on the con- 
trary tempt us to cancel our subscription 
to the paper which he edits. 

The only explanation we can find in 
our own mind for his strange efforts is 
that he has been refusing to respond to 
the dictates of his own conscience in the 
giving of the tithe and that he is trying 
to reason himself out of it, and my dear 
good sir, the only way you will satisfy 
that conscience is to adopt the tithe into 
your own financial program. You will 
then enter into a new experience of part- 
nership with the Lord and find yourself 
with all other tithers rejoicing in the ex- 
perience and an enthusiastic supporter of 
the principle of the tithe. 

You would spend your time a whole 
lot better by showing the beauty of giv- 
ing. 

I am sending you under separate cover 
two little booklets: He that Giveth by Dr. 
John E. Simpson, a friend of mine and 
fellow tither, and When Love Dictates 
the Tithe by Dr. J. M. Blackwood. 

The reading of these might help you 
to come into that glorious experience. 

Harry B. Rhine, 
Royal Oak, Michigan. 


FUNCTIONAL ORGANIZATION 
WORTH WHILE 


Editor, Church Management: 

Allow me to commend your article on 
functional organization of the parish. It 
is very much to the point. Your em- 
phasis on unifying the church interests 
me as I have been carrying on an experi- 
ment to that end for the past three 
years. Results have showh the wisdom 


of such a step. 
Thomas Alfred Trip, 


Mystic, Connecticut. 


LIKES THIS ARTICLE 


Editor, Church Management: 

I have now taken the opportunity to 
read the Church Management for Febru- 
ary. As a result I wish to send this word 
of appreciation and possible encourage- 
ment to you for the strong and useful 
article on “The Churches Can’t Go Red.” 
It is about the finest thing of the kind 
I have seen, and more, I feel that it has 
helped me. And still further, I believe 


it will help others through my use of it. 
Thank you. And permit me to say, also, 
that I consider your little article in the 
same issue, Far View, strong and helpful. 
W. O. Benthin. 
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Suggestions The Pastor 
Can Give The Class 


6s OW if the pastor can give us 
some suggestions . . .” This is 
N a very common remark in the 
class meetings. The average 
adult class has many ideas of how the 
minister may be of help to it. He can 
announce its meetings. He can teach the 
class. He can help promote its social ac- 
tivities. But, just for this once, we are 
reversing the process and suggesting 
some ways in which the class can help 
the pastor. He has a great many prob- 
lems on his heart and will appreciate 
the cooperation of the average class in 
these particulars. 


1. See the Large Task of the Church 


That class will be a big help to its 
pastor which will lead its members to see 
the work of the church in a large sense. 
At most, the class is but one unit in the 
local church. It will do its best work 
when it fits into the larger program. In 
order to do that it should know what the 
program is. It might be a wise plan to 
ask the minister to come before the class 
and tell just what he thinks that the 
task of the local church should be. Let 
his explain the work in the school, start- 
ing with the youngest groups and carry- 
ing on up through the various ages. It 
will surprise many people who have never 
thought of a conscious program of 
growth through the various departments. 


Let him tell what the mission of the 
church is to individuals. Then he can 
discuss the church in society. Just what 
might be accomplished if the spirit of 
Christ became the spirit of business. 
Then he should tell about the world wide 
mission of the church, the mission which 
finds it in its most heroic expression. 


There are classes which seldom think 
of the world of the church as a whole. 
They seek to build their own member- 
ship and perfect an organization. They, 
sometimes, become so individualistic that 
they demand the best room for them- 
selves and try to monopolize all the pub- 
licity. Such classes can be of the great- 
est help to their pastor when they seek 
to see the larger church program. 


2. Help Promote the Worship Service 


Most good class members make it a 
point to attend the morning service of 
worship. Education is an important part 
in the training of the Christian but it is 
really secondary to worship. The class 
should never take precedent over the 
worship hour. It would be a splendid 
thing if the class would make it a part 
of its program to promote the attendance 
at the morning and evening services of 
worship. 


It can do this by encouraging its own 
members to attend. Then it can help 
advertise the services of worship. It 
might undertake the responsibility of 
arranging and paying for announcements 
which will appear in the local papers. It 
would help the minister a great deal if 
a class would have little announcements 
like this in the papers. 





By H. L. Williams 





CHRIST EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 
East 9th and Bidwell 
Sunday Services at 10:45 and 7:30 
Preaching by Rev. Carroll H. 
Barnes 


The Men’s class meets in the 
church at 9:30 A.M. 











Then it can promote the services of 
worship by providing ushers and hos- 
pitality groups to meet people as they 
come to worship. It can have invita- 
tion cards printed which may be dis- 
tributed to visitors as they come in the 
church. A card such as this will be 
helpful. 





WELCOME 


We are glad to welcome you to 
the services of our church. If you 
will write your name and address 
on the back of this card it will help 
us to get acquainted. Drop the 
signed card on the collection plate 
or hand it to an usher. Abide 
after church a while; the pastor 
and others will want to meet you. 


The Main Street Men’s Class 
We meet at 9:30 











3. It can Make its strength available for 
Special Work. : 

Every pastor has ideas which will help 
the church which he hesitates to suggest 
for fear that they cannot be carried 
through. A class can be of great help 
by offering its services for these tasks. 

Let us assume that the pastor feels 
that a visitation of the parish would be 
a splendid thing to promote friendliness 
and understanding. But he does not 
know where to turn for visitors. Just 
at this time a live class steps into the 
picture. It suggests that it is ready to 
make such a visit. If it lacks sufficient 
members it will call on others. But the 
calling will be under the direction of the 
class. That would make any minister’s 
heart glad. 

The same thing could be done in case 
of a financial canvass. Then there are 
many other things of a different nature 
where the class can help. It might agree 
to landscape the grounds or to paint the 
building. Classes have been known to 
take charge of special services when the 
minister has needed help. Some have 
assumed the burden of parish charity. 
All these would gladden the heart of 
the pastor. 


4. It Can do Evangelistic Work 

I do not mean that the class should 
hold evangelistic meetings. Some times 
this is desirable. Some classes are able 
to do it. But there are other methods 
of evangelism which can be promoted by 
the class. 
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It can make a list of non-members who 
should be approached for church mem- 
bership. This prospective member list 
can be compiled by listing names of those 
who attend the Sunday school classes, 
the men’s club, the ladies’ aid or other 
organizations who are not members of 
the church. It may be compiled by a 
community survey which lists the names 
of people who are not members. It may 
be builded by keeping a list of visitors to 
the services of the church as mentioned 
earlier in this article. This completed list 
can then be turned over to the pastor for 
his use. 

Some classes will want to go farther 
than this. They will not alone create 
such lists but will want to make the calls 
and ask the individuals to become mem- 
bers of the church. This is one of the 
highest tasks in church administration. 
It calls for consecration and tact. No 
class should undertake it except it feel 
that the work is vital. But there are 
many classes, of sufficient consecration, 
to make an effort to do this work. 

Other ideas, there are also. But these 
give some good, direct plans whereby 
the class seeking to be of the greatest 
amount of good and help the church 
and the pastor. 


RESPONSE TO COURAGEOUS 
ACTION 


In Tom Brown’s School Days’ there 
came to Rugby a small boy whose name 
was Arthur. He was a puny little chap 
who would not have made much of a 
showing on the football field. He was 
over-awed by the older boys, and on that 
first day, he went about with a fright- 
ened look on his face. 


When night came, he was sent to sleep 
in a big room where there were a dozen 
or fifteen other boys. It was a strange 
experience for him, for he had been 
delicately reared. But when he was ready 
for bed he dropped down on his knees, 
as he had been taught to do, and opened 
his heart to the One who always listens 
to the cry of a child. Instead of hearing 
jeers of laughter, or having shoes flung 
at him, there came a hush over the whole 
room. There came a feeling of respect 
for a chap who had the moral courage 
to be true to his own sense of right. Be- 
fore the week was gone, all but three or 
four of the other boys were doing the 
same thing—as they had wanted to do 
all along. They, too, went before their 
Maker, thanking Him for the blessings 
of the day and asking for strength to 
run straight the next day. 

Charles R. Brown in Finding Our- 
selves; Harper & Brothers. 


Funeral Service 
(From page 582) 


I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 


And Thou, O Lord! by whom are seen 
Thy creatures as they be, 
Forgive me if too close I lean 
My human heart on Thee 
BENEDICTION :— 


The God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the _ sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do His will, working in 
you that which is well pleasing in His 
sight. Amen. 
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Radio Has Changed Public Address 


T does not require much observation to see how 
public address and oratory have changed in the 
past decade because of the introduction of the 

radio and amplifying systems. This is demon- 
strated each day in religious and civic convoca- 
tions. The old time bombastic oratory with its far 
fiung, platform eloquence is on the way out. Such 
a voice and manner is not suited for the new me- 
chanical devices. The radio is, today, dictating the 
proper style of public address. 


First of all it must be clear and direct. Poor 
enunication may get by when one is enthused but 
poor enunication magnified and amplified by a me- 
chanical system is impossible. Grammatical mis- 
takes which might get by on the platform can’t 
survive the radio. The radio is limited in the facili- 
ties of reproduction. The old time eloquent voice 
which goes, in a sentence, from a whisper to a blast 
is ineffective. Vocalists who had their training be- 
fore the days of radio are having as difficult a time 
to adjust themselves to effective reproduction as 
are public speakers. 


The effective radio speaker cannot jump round 
very much. Once being placed in the right posi- 
tion to the microphone he must keep that position. 
Some religious services which have been broadcast 
have been harrowing to listen to because of the 
mobility of the preacher. If he brings a micro- 
phone into his church he should study to make the 
radio presentation most effective. Much has still 
to be learned about making worship effective via 
radio. The pick up of the average worship service 
planned for the visual audience is not, from the 
point of view of the radio listener, very effective. 


The best radio voice is a moderate one—perhaps 
a relaxed one. That may be one reason why most 
broadcasters must have a script before them. It 
gives them assurance that the address is properly 
timed and can be given in a leisurely unexcited 
way. Intensity in expression is very apt to produce 
a vibration in the reproduction. 


The most effective radio speaking is probably 
done at one hundred words per minute. Some 
speakers go faster. But too rapid speaking is not 
usually desirable. With Floyd Gibbons rapid fire 
speaking is a trade mark. But the preacher and 
public speaker should not copy that style. 


Among the virtues of the new styles of oratory, 
occasioned by radio and making a manuscript al- 
most necessary, is that of making sure that the 
speaker has something to say. There can be little 
“spur of the moment” or “good fellowship” speak- 
ing. There is little opportunity for boring tirades 
and stories. Radio presentation requires prepara- 
tion. Because of this, it has already influenced the 
whole field of public address. 


An Autumn Invitation 


In the dawn of civilization she cradled human- 
kind and became the benefactor of the weak. 

At the horns of her altar the oppressed found 
sanctuary. 

When Caesars sought to make slaves of human 
flesh she taught men, in bonds, how to sing. 

Under her protection womanhood has been freed 
from social slavery and given freedom. 

Through her beneficience hospitals have been 
erected and schools founded. 

This mother of humanity knows no race. 

Expansive with affection she seeks to bring all 
men, of every race, into the common fold. 

All this one finds in the Church; but there is 
something still greater. For, at her altar, she of- 
fers to a hungry humanity, “The Christ.” 

The Master is here and calleth for thee. 

The altar is ready. 

Come. 


Tim Church is the mother of all humanity. 


What Is Happening To Training Schools? 


UST what is the status, among our churches, of 
the credit training schools such as were main- 
tained by the International Council of Religious 

ducation. My observation is that they are fewer 
in number and that the average attendance is less. 
Recently I have asked several persons for an 
opinion. This question was raised in informal 
visits and we do not wish to reveal their names. 
But each reply is an actual one. 

No. 1 man is the dean of a theological seminary. 

“The break down of the training schools repre- 
sents the break down of the whole idea of religious 
education. When one thinks of the ideas promoted 
and money expended by the denominations during 
the past thirty-five years for religious education it 
is pathetic. The religious education idea will go 
— in history as one of the great/illusions of the 

aith.” 

No. 2 man is a professor of religious education 
in a seminary. I suspect that his statement is some- 
what facetious. 

“The only trouble with the training schools is 
that everybody has had a course and now can be a 
teacher.” 

No. 3 man is a college president. 

“T have had but one experience with the Interna- 
tional Council training schools. I did qualify a few 
years ago to teach a course in my own church. It 
took me the better part of a day to fill out the long 
questionnaire. Any teaching certification I might 
have for public school, college or university was 
simply waved aside and I was put on the same level 
with the high school pupil who might wish to teach. 
I don’t believe that any educational system can 
exist on such a precedure.” 

So there you are. Select your own answer. | 
will reserve mine for a later date. 








HL 


is 
of- 





\ 














PSSON. Mat. 
Church Finance 


Everybody ready! 


1. Money can now be raised for capital funds—for debt 
liquidation, new buildings or alterations. This statement is 
based on the experiences of many churches during the past 
few months. 


2. Banks will entertain propositions for adjustments of 
mortgages when the churches are ready to make an honest ef- 
fort to meet their obligations. 


3. Professional leadership is needed to rally local forces to 
do their best. 


Let us tell you about our several plans to 
raise the money you need by outright gifts, 
or by new loans with interest adjustments. 


Ask for the Analysis Chart 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 


Fourth Floor Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 
































PRESERVE and CLASSIFY YOUR SERMONS 

















Letter from Edith K. Trickler, secretary Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, 


San Francisco, California: 


“A disastrous fire occurred in St. Paul’s Church in February, and we were 
so unfortunate as to lose most of our treasured possessions. Among the 
— books and papers which 

r were not actually burned 
but scorched and water 

damaged were the sermons 

Su of the Rector of St. Paul’s. 






































. . Church Management 
meni Sermon Files were a help 
L in protecting the writings 
Snes enclosed in them. Please 


send 350 for future use.” 


You also should have the 

Clima protection against dust, 

SERMON FILE water, fire and air pro- 

vided by these strong en- 
velopes. 








Takes 8%” x 11” Sheet Without Folding 


Size of envelope 9 x 12 inches 


Made to fit standard business filing case 


Price $1.25 per set of 52 Envelopes 





... Address... 


CHURCH Wor-LpD Press, INc. 
Auditorium Building 


Cleveland, Ohio 





| Auditorium Building 












































CONTENTS 


Breaking the Ground 

Laying the Cornerstone 
Dedication of Church 

Service of Dedication 

Dedication of a Room 
Celebrating a Church’s Birthday 


Dedication of Baptismal Font 
Dedication of a Bulletin Board 
Dedication of a Memorial Bell 
Unveiling a Religious Painting 
Dedication of the Cross 

Dedication of an Electric Sign 


| Dedication of Chancel Furniture 
| Dedication of Pulpit Bible 


Dedication of Window 
Dedication of Lights 


A Consecration Service 

Installation of Officers 

Responsive Reading for Masonic Service 
A Patriotic Service of Intercession 
Church Covenant in Responsive Reading 
An Anniversary Service 

Anniversary Service for 18th Amendment 
Dedication of Infants 

Commissioning Service for Delegates 


Service of Mortgage Burning 
Consecrating Offering Plates 
Dedication of Gifts 
Dedication of Pledges 
Stewardship Responsive Service 
Consecration of Canvassers 
Dedication of an Organ 
Rededication of an Organ 
Hymn of Dedication 

Children Dedicate Organ 
Consecration of Choir 
Dedication of Chimes 
Dedication of Hymn Books 


Breaking Ground for Educational Building 
Dedication of Educational Building 
Dedication of Recreational Room 

A Sunday School Installation Service 
Installation of Officers and Teachers 
Decision Day Consecration Service 
Dedication of Y. M. C. A. 


Dedication of Parsonage 
Home Dedication Service 
Golden Wedding Anniversary 


| Service for Wedding Anniversary 


Price 60c Post Paid 


CHURCH Wor.p Press, INc. 
Cleveland, Ohio 









































Raise Money With Loyalty Stamps 








No. 1 


The Visual 
Method 
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i Ip raise $100.00 you will need ten charts and 2000 stamps, the price is $3.35. To raise 
$300.00, thirty charts and 6000 stamps are needed; price $8.50, to raise $500.00 you 
will need fifty charts and 10,000 stamps; price $12.00. 


Special Sample Offer 


To enable you to put this money-raising plan before your church we will send you 
one sample chart and 200 stamps, sufficient to cover it, postpaid, for thirty-five cents. 


No. 2. Pledge Cards and Stamp Books 


a plan uses stamp books holding fifty stamps each. Each book filled means 

$2.50. The system is sold complete with stamps, stamp books and pledge cards. 
To raise $100.00 requires 2000 stamps, 50 pledge cards, 50 stamp books. The cost 
is $3.35; to raise $300.00, 150 books, 150 pledge cards, 6000 stamps, for $7.50. For 
a $500.00 fund you will need 250 pledge cards, 250 books and 10,000 stamps. The cost 
is $10.00. To raise $1000.00 you will need 500 pledge cards, 500 books, 20,000 stamps. 
The cost is $18.00. In each instance the name of your church and amount of the stamp 
issue is imprinted on the front of books. 


A reproduction of the loyalty stamp at the right cannot give an adequate 
picture. The stamp itself is printed on bright coated paper in two colors. 
It has an attractive visual appeal. 





Sample set of Book material for 10c. 
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